a 4¢4 





L$osloipw Nt 


SUCCESSOR To 


/ THE OHIO UNDERWRITER. 


Covering Ohio, Michigan, West Virginia. 







nh No. TAR CINCINNATI, EVERY OTHER THURSDAY, MAY 11,1899. #70 Fer Xeer 


Lea ling Fi re Insurance »mpany o mer INCORPORATED 1819. 
The ding Fire e Company of America. CHARTER PERPETUAL. 


A4ITNA INSURANCE CO. 


A. C. ADAMS 


E. O. WEEKS, Vice-President ’ , 
HENRY E. REES, ;{ Assistant Secretaries. 


WM. H. KING, Secretary. e WM. B. CLARK, President. 
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Cash Capital, - . - $ 4,000,000 00 yr : Northwestern Branch,) WM. H. WYMAN, Gen’! Agt. 


Omaha, Neb. | W.P.HARFORD, Ass’t Gen’! Agt. 





Cash Assets,  - = - «= 12,627,621 45 S 
eee — Pacific Branch, ) BOARDMAN & SPENCER, 
Total Liabilities, 4 r 8,818,774 70 eg San Francisco, Cal. ) General Agents. 
Net Surplus, - - - 4,808,846 75 ‘ae bs. 
oa a & Inland Mari CHICAGO, ILL., I45L ile St. 
Losses Paid in 80 Years, - 83,197,749 32 eer eae — 


Department. | New York, 52 William St. 


KEELER & GALLAGHER, General Agents. 


Western Branch: 


Atna Building, 413 Vine St., 


CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


The Mutual Life Insurance Company 
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esze CONDENSED STATEMENT FOR 1898 
Income - - - - . - - - * 55,006,629.43 
Disbursements - 35,245, 0388.88 
Assets, December 31, 1898S 77,517,325.36 
33.058, 640.68 
Contingent Guarantee Fund - . - - 42,238, 684.68 
Dividends Apportioned for the Year 2,220,000.00 
Insurance and Annuities in Foree 971,711,997.79 


este 
The Largest OF NEW YORK 
Insurance Company 


in the World 


» 
Reserve Liabilities 2: RICHARD A. McCURDY, 


President 
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LE ROY, OHIO. 


Fire, Lightning and Tornado Indemnity. 


Caref n ted As Ja 1 18 $ + 
as follows for the p - 
Rese or re-insura $880,8 6 
Reserve for Lo an l 65 
Net Cash Surt 21,466.58 
T a $1,¢ < 


JAS. C. JOHNSON, PRESIDENT 
O. 8. WELLS, SECRETARY 


ORCANIZED IN (848. 
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Columbia Cooper 
INSURANCE COMPANY Fire |nsurance Company 


OF DAYTON, O. 





OF DAYTON, O. 
CONFINES ITS BUSINESS TO OHIO. 


E. M. THRESHER, O. I. GUNCKEL, Ww. Pp, CaLLAHAN, Cc. D. MrEap, Cuas. W. ScueEnx, 
President. Secretary. 
President. Vice-President. Secretary 
1829. 1899. 


‘abn witb — | Cincinnati Underwriters 


COMPOSED OF 


CINCINNATI ideas. EUREKA SECURITY 
COMPANY.. 


Fire and Marine Insurance Co. | Fire Insurance Company. 


id ; J 7 ere f . ORGANIZED 1864. ORGANIZED 1881. 
Resident Agents in the Principal Cities of Ohio. CAPITAL $100,000. ASSETS $290,182. | CAPITAL $150,000. ASSETS $271,769. 
SURPLUS $191,199. SURPLUS $186,910. 


COMBINED STATEMENT. 
R. T. BONSALL, Pres. L. L. TOWNLEY, Sec’y. P. W. CADMAN, Gen. Agt. Capital $250,000. Assets $561,941. Surplus $378,109. 


F. A. ROTHIER, President 


CINCINNATI, OHIO. | ADAM BENUS, Secretary. Cincinnati, Ohio. 











1851. lisse. 1851. 18998. 


FIRE UNDERWRITERS AGENCY J \T|QNDL INSURANCE 





National Insurance Company, ni Acapatammenndiaaie 
Sian sree General Insurance — State of Ohio Only. 
GENERAL INSURANCE---STATE OF OHIO ONLY. | 
G. W. POHLMAN, E. W. BURNET, 
G. W POHLMAN, E. W. KG =~ PRESIDENT. SECRETARY. 
GARDNER E. MEEKS, State Agent, C. B. FUNSTON, State Agent, 
Columbus, Ohio. senadnal Ohio. 
TEUTONIA sua 
COMPANY. ; 
Fire Insurance Company, COLUMBUS, OHIO. 


OF DAYTON, OHIO. 


WRITING A GENERAL BUSINESS THROUGHOUT OHIO. 
ASSETS, ‘ ° ° ° ° ° - $539,054.21 


LIABILITIES (including Re-insurance Fund), —_ 80,648.14 Agents Wanted in First-Class 
NET SURPLUS, , ‘ r : : . 358,406.07 Unoccupied Towns. 


P. HUNTINGTON, Pres. Gro. W. SINKs, H. O’KaneE, Sec’y. 
EDWARD PAPE, President. T. A. LEGLER, Vice-Pres't. J. LINXWEILER. JR., Sec’y. Vice-President. 
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eenmeceee — GREDIT INSURANCE 


°” aimee Mutual Life Ins. Go. 


—— | A Competent and Experienced Solicitor wanted 
y The rs Certificate of Registration, engraved on the policies and signed by the for Cincinnati and Southern Ohio. Reasonable 
Superintendent of Insurance, is equal to that placed on National Bank notes by the } 
United States Treasury Department, and as that department holds in trust for the | j 
noteholders the bonds deposited by the bank, so the State, by law, holds in trust for Guarantee to the right party. Address 
the policyholders the securities deposited by this Company, thus making every policy 
as secure as a National Bank note. A oO KA PLA N 
Reliable producers can get first-class commission and renewal contracts direct . - ’ 
with the Company, for work in Ohio or Illinois, thus saving middlemen’s profits 


None but men of character need apply General Agent THE OCEAN ACCIDENT AND GUARANTEE co., 
J. §. HYMAN, Superintendent of Agents. No. 601 Lincoln Inn Court, CINCINNATI, 0. 


s | "(inion Central Life Insurance Co, “S"™" ” ag ee ee 
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CINCINNATI, OHIO. S . = ao * 
= th a) 2 = » 
ASSETS, JANUARY 1, 1899, ..................... $21,048,198.30 e & an 82, = 6 = 
— rm 4 
bik skids edsdaveneraeeaeeibandds tieruenes 2,836,252.59 v0 » — 2 
ly. = ww > .= 
‘ No Fluctuating Securities — Largest Rate of Interest — ve v = Om 
7. Lowest Death Rate. — Endowments at Life Rates 2 ce a y = 
and Twenty Payment Guaranty Policies Specialties. &§ nt or - z 
ad : a 7 A 
Large and Increasing Dividends to Policyholders. 5s S y¥e 
: : bs) > “” 
Desirable Contract and Good Territory open for Live Agents. Mo Ss $$ 
i < ." 
io. JOHN M. PATTISON, President. S Ee ad 
al a -—m THIRTY- FOUR YEARS el imitate Annual Statement, December 31, 1898. 
: ° ' ASSETS ah $524,866.96 
E | Millers & Manufacturers sx2ss = 
, CAPITAL $100,000.00 
ail aC urcrs Company Relnwurance Rese 500.22 
_ Minneapolis, Minnesota. | Losses Adjusted not due 8,400.56 
C. B. SHOVE, President. F. $. DANFORTH, Secretary. J. J. HUSS, Ass’t Secretary. p tee wey Fat "2300.00 $218,554.56 
Ohio in Charge of C. B. Rae nee ae Company of the State ot Surplus over all Liabilities $306,312.40 
4 Losses Paid Since Organization $1,182.829.86 
ie GEO. F. PENFIELD, Recktord, } illinois, General Agent for Ohio. Dividends Paid Since Organization.... 169,191.24 
. H. L. PALMER, Pres’r. 
} J. W. SKINNER, Secvy. ———- a ORGANIZED 1857. 
| NORTHWESTERN MU M UTUAL LIFE INS. Co. 
TARY. 
| yeas 
PURELY MUTUAL AND TRANSACTS BUSINESS ONLY IN THE UNITED STATES. 
— | STATEMENT JANUARY ist, 1899. 
ICE OR ee ee eR Se ee $115,446,643 
LOW Liabilities, including $19,005,174 approximate surplus 
Y accumulations held to meet tontine and semi-tontine 


MORTALITY. ONS 3500 sede oe Cds C0 ta seretedss savevencsaeens 109,084,215 NO 


NT HIN pn bi cdctendenisedinnssenctsscautin v2.8 6,362,428 REBATING 
ECONOMICAL RD a Tis oak nd oaks oes 0sks p0080eecnnmraenes $ 22, 307,407 PERMITTED 


HO MANAGEMENT. Insurance Written during 1898...............e0eeeee+++ +8 75,676,673 
' 


Insurance Gained during 1898..............csccccecccees 44,631,368 





NIE NN ik cate ek nl bine Fob aoe eel ke 457,712,738 





BEST RESULTS TO POLICY-HOLDERS. MOST ATTRACTIVE POLICIES. 
BUSINESS ACCEPTED ONLY FROM REGULAR AGENTS OF THE COMPANY. 





For Further Information, or an Agency, address: 
WILLARD MERRILL, Vice Pres’t and Sup’t of Agencies, Home Office, Milwaukee, Wis. 
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-» CONSULT.. 


THE 


INSURANCE DEPARTMENT 


THE GLOBE COMPANY 











The Best 





The Best “Dy 2 
“Ie 
Policies, “4s ide Jui, | a Commissions, 


OF NEW wii. 





ACTIVE AGENTS WANTED. 


wry 


CINCINNATI, ©., 


by" 


KIMBALL C. ATWOOD, SECcC’y, 


° 
IF YOU WISH TO OPERATE 





256 and 257 Broadway, - NEw YORK. THE CLERICAL WORK IN 
YOUR OFFICE ON 

ASSETS, over ° ° 6 ° ° ° 4 BGB00,000 : MODERN BUSINESS 

Surplus to Policyholders, . ° ° ° ° 275,000 PRINCIPLES. 


The'Thuringia-American THE AMERICAN FIRE Someanss 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 





FIRE INSURANCE co. 


OF NEW YORK. 


Capital and Surplus, - - - - - - $800,000.00 





CASH CAPITAL, - - - 8 500,000.00 


— for Relisarance and all other claims, - = 1,705,994.25 
° : urplus over all Liabilities S - - 504,733.42 
ALLEN C. FRINK, Special Agent for Ohio, TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1899, $2,710,727.67. 
516 Garfield Building, CLEVELAND. THOS. H. MONTGOMERY, President. RICHARD MARIS, Sec’y and Treas 
: WM. B. KELLY, Genl. Agt. WM. F. WILLIAMS, Ass’t Sec’y. 
: ichi NELSON B. JONES CHARLES L. HECOX, 
F. H. BLACKMAN & CO., General Agents for Michigan, | Special Agt. for Michigan, Lansing, Mich. Special Agt. for Ohio, Columbus, Ohio 


Moffat Block, DETROIT. 


AMERICANUS SUM. 





| ife A 
Liverpool « London & Globe ot i as As ot 


INSURANCE COMPANY. 


5ist ANNUAL STATEMENT UNITED STATES BRANCH 


Mutual Reserve Building, New York City. 





° 





U. S. Net Assets, Feo were’ @ $9,703,581.65 | 


aera | INCOME DURING 1898, ae Ie oe $6, 134,327.27 
Liabilities, - - - - - - 4,857,665.56 | DEATH LOSSES PAID, 1898, . . 3 . 3. = $8,887,500.95 


Surplus, - - - - - = 4,845,916.09 | roraL PAID MEMBERS, 1898, .  . 0... $4,584.095.12 


UNITED STATES BRANCH: | — 
William and Pine Streets, New York. 





Total Death Losses paid by Mutual Reserve Fund Life Association 


Cincinnati General Agency : since organization, over 
J. M. DE GAMP, General Agent Ohio, Ind., Ky, Tenn., Ark. and W. Va. THIRTY-SEVEN MILLION DOLLARS. 


The Cincinnati Life Association. | awoney wm amecner, sauce quinn, aun wr 
HOME OFFICE: THE STATE LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, “isnt: incu 


N. E. COR. FOURTH AND VINE STREETS, 
CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


The largest and most progressive Old Line Company in the world for its age. 


Spomenee f in oe Ho mega my a ; s17,0 
P P P urplus over all liabilities, saved out of the business g 
$100,000 accumulation for security of policy-holders provided for by law | Deposit with the State of Indiana for the protection of all its policy- holders. 165,000 


No other Company can furnish as great a record for its first five years 
STIPULATED PREMIUMS ARE SMALL AND EASY T0 PAY. The State Life Insurance Company is incorporated under the new legal reserve 


compulsory deposit law of Indiana, which is acknowledged by the best insurance 
authorities to be the most complete law for the protection of the policy-holder ever 


—_- Money advanced to the widow immediately upon the death of a | enacted in this or any other country 


: : Under this law the Company is required to maintain the full legal reserve on all 

member, to pay expenses of Sickness, Burial, and other needs. its policies, according either 4 the | vets heh Experience Table of Mortal ity and 4 
per cent. interest, or the Actuaries’ Table and 4 per cent. the highest legal standards 
>) | recognized), and to deposit with the Auditor of State in certain prescribed securities 

GOOD CONTRACTS FOR AG ENTS. annually an amount equal to such reserve ; thus it safeguards the funds cx ntributed 
by policy-holders. first, by defining the class of securities they shall be invested in 

ADDRESS and second, by requiring that the State Department shal! be the Custodian of the same 

The Com pé any issues all forms of life and endowment insurance, annuities, guar- 


anteed installment and investment bonds, with loan, cash and paid-up values, exten- 
J- H. GRAY, Secretary and Manager. | sions, etc 


’ New and desirable territory for capable men, Contracts direct with the company. 














-. 


i us tae eae eee ee ee eee, eee ee 


ATE 
iN 








— 





THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER. 5 









Successor to 


THE OHIO UNDERWRITER. 


Every OTHER THURSDAY. 


$2.00 Per YEAR. 15 Cents Per Copy. 
E. JAY WOHLGEMUTH, Ebitor. 


THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER CO., Publishers, 


AETNA BUILDING, 413 Vine STREET, CINCINNATI. 








We take pleasure in advising our subscribers 
that arrangements have been completed where- 
by the service we have rendered them in the 
past, which we believe has been satisfactory, 
will be improved. Having purchased Black 
and White, one of the old established insurance 
papers of Chicago, together with its printing 
plant and office furniture and fixtures, we will 
hereafter maintain an office at Chicago. The 
WESTERN UNDERWRITER will, after June Ist, 
be published every Thursday instead of bi- 
weekly, and we will also publish, in addition a 
“Life Underwriters’ Supplement,’”’ which will 
be issued monthly, and will be devoted ex- 
clusively to life insurance from a semi-technical 
and educational standpoint. A/ack and White 
will be merged into these two publications, and 
as aseparate publication will be discontinued. 
The WESTERN UNDERWRITER will continue to 
be strictly an insurance newspaper, and while 
changed to a weekly, with much better facili- 
ties and more space, it will hold strictly to its 
old policy of covering a small field and cover- 
ing it well. The subscription price will con- 
tinue as always at $2 per year, although there 
will be a separate subscription price for the 
“Supplement.’’ The Supplement will be pub- 
lished at the Chicago office and Col. J. H. Kel- 
logg, who has been proprietor and editor of 
Black and White for ten years, and who re- 
mains with THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER 
CoMPANY in an editorial capacity, will give it 
his particular attention. All the business of 
Black and White will be taken over and con- 
tinued by THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER Com- 
PANY. 

Last, but not least, we have to state that 
Charles M. Cartwright, who for the past four 
years has been editor of the daily insurance 
department of the Chicago /n/er-Ocean, which 
with the insurance departments of the Chicago 
Times-Herald and New York Commercial 
Bulletin have stood foremost as gatherers and 
distributers of the insurance news throughout 
the country, has resigned to take effect June 
Ist, and on that date will become the editor of 
the WESTERN UNDERWRITER, succeeding the 
present editor, who will be the manager of the 
Company. Without indulging in any praise, we 
will say we believe Mr. Cartwright’s abilities 
are such that THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER 
will fulfill its mission as strictly an insurance 
newspaper for a certain prescribed field, to the 
entire satisfaction of its subscribers. 

DEATH OF A GREAT MAN. 

As the world already knows, Henry B. Hyde, 
President of the Equitable Life Assurance So- 
ciety, is dead. The death of this great and 
wonderful man is an event which cannot be | 





7 a | 
given too much attention, or be accorded too 


great prominence. It is safe to say that mere 
newspaper articles will not suffice to chronicle 
his astonishing accomplishments in the life in- 
surance field in the past forty years, and that 
nothing short of a book giving his life history 
and a history of the business which he created 
and caused to be created will satisfy the 
mands of the insurance and lay public. 
B. Hyde was more than any 


de- 
Henry 
other one factor 


the cause of the wonderful development of life | 


insurance in the past quarter of a century. For 
twenty-five years he se/ the pace in life insur- 
ance production for all the companies. We 
hear of Napoleons of finance, Napoleons of 
business and Napoleons of politics, and some- 
times the word is used wrongly, but here, cer- 
tainly, was the Napoleon of the life insurance 
business, so far as progress and growth were 
concerned. His methods were very much like 


those of the great Napoleon, and it is safe to | 


say that he was regarded in much the same 
light by the life insurance fraternity that Napo- 
leon was by France during the height of his 
success. There was the same wonder in con- 
templation of his vast accomplishments, and of 
his brilliant ability. He was the foremost figure 
in life insurance, not only of his own time, but 
of all time. There may at some time be the 
man who is his equal, but the time will never 
come again when both the man and the oppor- 
tunity will meet and join forces, as did Mr. 
Hyde and his opportunity. So far as life in- 
surance development is concerned, there was 
but one opportunity and that was grasped by 
Henry B. Hyde. There may be, and doubtless 
are, those who did not fully approve of all the 
methods and innovations introduced and car- 
ried out by Mr. Hyde. The tontine system 
may be mentioned as one of these. Whatever 


may be said of the merits or demerits of the | 


tontine system, it should be given credit for 
being one of the greatest factors in making life 
insurance the vast commercial commodity it is 
to-day. 

It was hoped that Mr. Hyde would live at 
least until July 22nd, which will be the fortieth 
anniversary of the Society, and on which date 
it is understood the Society will announce to 
the world, that for the first time in history a 
life insurance company has reached the point of 
having a billion dollars of insurance in force. 
As stated, it was hoped Mr. Hyde would live 


to witness this dual accomplishment, but he 
was not permitted. Since January Ist Mr. 
Hyde has been president in name only. James 


W. Alexander has been president in reality. 
When Mr. Hyde realized that he would prob- 
ably never 
completed the arrangements which were an- 
nounced at that time. Mr. Hyde has left the 
Equitable in safe hands. This was a duty he 
owed to the policy-holders, and he has filled 
that duty. His name is indelibly impressed on 
the pages of insurance and financial history. 





THE EQUITABLE’S SURPLUS 

The suit of Greef against the Equitable Life, 
and the decision in his favor in the preliminary 
proceedings, will have no effect on the Equit- 
able’s business, as there is no argument in it 
against the Society which will not apply toa 
greater or less extent to every other old line 
company. It may be used by country agents or 
in cases where there is little or no understanding 
of life insurance science, but no well-informed 
agent can find anything in the decision of any 
real importance so far as competition is con- 
cerned. Greef sues for a share in the tontine 
reserve, improperly called surplus, as well as 
what he claims in his share of the general sur- 
plus of about six millions. It may be well to 
remark in passing, however, that if this tontine 


go to his office again, it is said he | 


surplus were admitted and treated as a reserve 
liability under the law, neither the Equitable 
nor any other company writing tontines would 
be annoyed with suits affecting its tontine 
‘‘surplus’’ at least. 


For the benefit of the Ohio, Michigan and 
West Virginia news service of Rough Notes, in- 
cluding the various correspondents of that 
esteemed paper, we are thinking seriously of 
changing our publication day from Thursday to 
Tuesday. We like to see the news published 
when it is fresh, whether in our own paper or 
some other. A whole week isa long time for 
the Rough Notes to have to wait, and we are 
nothing if not easaceenmnastiittind 


THE OVERHEAD WRITING PLEDGE. 


Some Explanations from Companies Whose 
Names Were Not on the List Sent Out 
by the National Local Agents Ass’n. 


The publication of the list of the National 
Association of Local Agents, showing the com- 
panies which have agreed not to write over the 
heads of their local agents, has created wide- 
spread comment and interest. THE WESTERN 
UNDERWRITER and one other paper were the 
first to publish this list, arrangements having 
been made for its transmittal, by telegraph. 
Both papers published on Thursday. 

Of the .companies whose names did not ap- 
pear the following have expressed themselves 
up to date. There is no doubt that most of the 
companies will finally authorize their names to 
appear on the list. In reply to a letter from the 
Standard President Woodworth calls attention 
to the statement made some months ago in re- 
gard to the list as follows: 

“What cannot be done—This list cannot be made up 
from the past records of the companies. All stock com- 
panies supposed to be in the agency business have been 
advised of the plan and purpose and invited to go on the 
list. The right and responsibility of choice rests en- 
tirely with the companies. The list is simply the vehicle 
for conveying the present decision of the companies as 
expressed to the association, to its members and all other 
local agents in the country. This association will not 
presume to question the decision of the companies nor 
will it assume responsibility for their action 

“What is expected—When the list is published surprise 
will be felt and expressed that some companies are 
found therein and that some othersare not. If there is 
any discredit or blame either for their presence or their 
omission it rests entirely upon the individual companies; 
and their agents and others interested will be requested 
to discuss the question directly with them rather than 
with this association 

President Woodworth says: ‘‘We will now 
say that if we are advised by any company not 
on the list that we have misunderstood its posi- 
tion and wishes, we will be glad to add its name 
and will use all possible means to set its man- 
agement right before the local agents of the 
United States. 

“We accept this opportunity to say that we 
hope to add to the list the names of all compa- 
nies that have not yet joined this crusade against 
overhead writing and also the names of new 
companies as they are organized. It seems to 
us a question upon which all can afford to agree 
and unanimity in this matter would be invalua- 
ble in its influence upon interests which would 
be in perfect accord.”’ 

Following are the statements so far as issued 
by the companies not on the list. It will be 
noted that the three Dayton companies were 
evidently overlooked in sending out the invita- 
tions: 


CotumBpia— Dayton, O., April 28, 1899. Editor West- 
ERN UNDERWITER, Dear Sir: I notice in the WESTERN 
UNDERWRITER of April 27th, '99, that Columbia is one 
that did not sign agreement as to “overhead pn 
will say, we were never asked to sign same, proba ly 
because we never did any overhead writing, do not now, 
and never expect to. This is also undoubtedly true of 
the Cooper and Teutonia O. I. GUNCKEL, Sec’y 

Coorper—Dayton, O., April 28, 1899. To Our Agents— 
Gentlemen: In this week's issue of THE WESTERN UN- 
DERWRITER we notice a list of companies which have 
agreed to do no overhead writing hereafter, Inasmuch 
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as the name of our company does not appear in said list, 
and in order tocorrect any misapprehension on the part 
of any of our agents, we will simply state that during 
our entire existence of over thirty-two years, we have 
not been guilty of overhead writing, and we certainly 
do not propose to indulge in anything of the kind at 
this late date. 

The agents of the country are to be congratulated on 
the firm stand they have taken against the practice of 
overhead writing, which practice we have always con- 
sidered to be a great injustice to the local agent 

CHAS. W. SCHENK, Secretary. 

GEORGIA Home—Please add to list of companies that 
have advised us that they will not practice overhead 
writing the name of the ‘““Georgia Home” of Georgia. 

C. H. WoopwortTH, President National Association. 

FIREMANS FUND AND HoME MuguaL—CaAicago, April 
29, 1899. To Our Agents: A circular dated the 20th inst., 
signed C. H. Woodworth, President; A. H. Robinson, 
Chairman; R. S. Brannan, Secretary, prints a list of 
companies that have informed the three signers that 
they (the companies) will not indulge in the practice of 
so-called overhead writing. The signers of the circular 
then advise agents to boycott companies whose names 
are not in the list, assuming that such non-appearing 
companies are guilty of invading their agents’ territory. 

The names of the Firemans Fund and Home Mutual 
Insurance Companies not being listed, I desire to say, 
so far as this department of these companies is con- 
cerned, that the insinuation referred to is, in the fullest 
sense, libellous and false. We write no policies what- 
ever at this department, upon any risk, anywhere, or 
under any circumstances, and this has been our practice 
for many years. Every policy of our companies, here 
outstanding upon any risk, bears the signature of the 
local agent within whose jurisdiction the risk is located. 
We have no policy-writing special agents, nor any other 
device of the kind. So far as my knowledge extends 
this has been always the policy of our companies in 
every part of the country. 

Our local agents fully understand that with us ‘the 
laborer is worthy of his hire’’, and will treat with con- 
tempt any insinuation to the contrary from whatever 
quarter it may come. THOMAS S. CHARD, Manager 

N. W. NationaL—Milwaukee, Wis., November 21, '9S 
To Agents—Gentlemen: There has been conside:able 
stir and publication of late about companies writing 
over the heads of their agents, and we have received 
circulars from boards of underwriters, asking us to place 
ourselves on record. 

We have to say to one and all that the Northwestern 
National Fire Insurance Company never has written 
where we have an agent, and does not approve any such 
demoralization; and further, we never allow one agent 
to write in another's field. 

This has always been the rule of our company, and 
agents can rest assured that we will not deviate from it. 

ALFRED JAMES, President. 

To the Editor of Tur WESTERN UNDERWRITER: The 
above circular letter was sent to all of our agents Nov. 
21, 1898. Therefore we did not need to pledge ourselves 
to abandon “‘overhead”’ writing 

Milwaukee, Mav 4, '98. Alfred James, Pres. 


Companies that have made statements to 
other papers explaining their positions and ex- 
pressing themselves against overhead writing 
are: C. B. Gilbert, manager Lancashire, Chicago; 
Home, New York; Capital of Concord; Girard; 
Virginia Fire and Marine; Armenia; Common- 
wealth. The United States Fire and the Phoe- 
nix of London got around the point by saying 
they were opposed to the idea of the agents ex- 
acting this pledge. These companies, there- 
fore, practically refuse to recognize the National 
Association of Local Agents. The facts prob- 
ably are, however, that they have other reasons 
also for not signing the pledge. 


General Meeting in New York. 

NEW YorK, May 1|.—The following circular 
letter has been addressed to all the Fire _Imsur- 
ance Companies, both large and small, in the 
United States: 


NEW YorRK, May 1.—The undersigned cordially invite 
you to attend a meeting of the officers and managers of 
the Fire Insurance Companies generally, to be held at 
the rooms of the New York Board of Fire Underwriters, 
Mutual Life Building, No. 32 Nassau St., this city, at 11 
o’clock A. M.,on Wednesday, May 10 next, for the pur- 
pose of considering what, if anything, can be done to 
improve the present unsatisfactory condition of the Fire 
Insurance business. 

This date has been named in order that those who 
propose attending the meeting of the National Board to 
be held in this city on the day following, may be pres- 
ent at this meeting also, without making a special 
journey for that purpose. Your reply and acceptance 
of this invitation, addressed to H. K. Miller, Secretary, 
1%} Broadway, New York, is very earnestly requested. 
Signed F. O. Affeld, E. F. Beddall, Robt. B. Beath. 
Harry H. Hall, Robert Dickson, E. C. Irvin, E. R 
Kennedy, W. N. Kremer, Frank Lock, West Pollock, P 
E. Rasor, E. G. Richards, E. I,. Watson, C. H. Post. 


H. M. Gates, treasurer of the Springfield Fire 
& Marine, is dead. 





NATIONAL BOARD AND WESTERN UNION. 

Some members of the Union are inclined to 
criticise the National Board in endeavoring to 
get control of the approval of all patent devices, 
experimental work, electrical inspection and 
the like. The sub-committee of the com- 
mittee of fifteen of the Union, appointed by 
Chairman George W. Law to take up all ques- 
tions between the two organizations, held a 
meeting in Chicago. Vice-President Washburn 
of the Home is chairman of the sub-committee. 
He is credited with the opinion that such mat- 
ters should be handled by the National Board. 
There can hardly be said to be much of a senti- 
ment at present along this line, insomuch as 
the Union is jealous of its authority, and mem- 
bers are inclined to believe that the National 
Board desires to take from the Union all au- 
thority save legislation relating to commissions 
and rate making. It will be remembered that 
when the Union disrupted in the 70's, the 
National Board assumed its functions. With 
the organization of the present Union, all its 
old powers were again incorporated in its rules. 
The New York contingent is said to desire to 
control as much of the machinery from that 
end of the line as possible, and if this be true, 
such being current comment in Chicago, as 
much authority as can be transferred from the 
Union to the National Board, would serve to 
cater to the wishes of the Harlemites. The 
members of the Union are aware that more 
uniformity in the approval of patent devices, 
inspections, and so on, is much to be desired. 
As it is, with so many apparatuses on the 
market, there is little harmony in the different 
states as to their approval. The Union might 
allow one device, and the Southeastern Asso- 
ciation not permit it. By this variance, a com- 
pany finds it difficult to act in regard to these 
devices. Many of them are exclusively western 
enterprises, and do not have any market in the 
East. In such instances it seems to be clearly 
the province of the Union to legislate as to 
them. There is considerable difference of 
opinion as to what isthe best to be done, but 
very likely a committee from the National Board 
will be appointed to confer with this committee 
of the Union regarding the subject. 
REINSURANCE AND RESIDENT AGENCY LAWS. 

Quite a number of managers in Chicago 
think that the recent reinsurance bills passed in 
Nebraska, Montana, and Colorado, requiring 
that all reinsurance policies be signed by resi- 
dent agents, will not redound to the benefit of 
the local agents, and hence say that the agents 
in pushing theSe bills have overstepped the 
mark. They argue that companies, toa great 
extent, will have to write their net lines and 
change their method of reinsuring. Some have 
been reinsuring in smaller American companies 
not admitted in the state. These managers now 


| contend that several new companies will enter 


the states because they have been shut off from 
reinsurance contracts, and in this way agents 
will find the states flooded with new companies, 
one of the very things they have been trying to 
avoid. Again, the managers say that by send- 
ing their reinsurance policies to the agents, 
they will be obliged to get agents of other com- 
panies to sign, and hence will be revealing 
their expirations. The Wisconsin legislature 
repealed that part of the reinsurance measure, 
requiring reinsurance policies to be signed by 
the agents. As a general rule, managers are 
not seriously objecting to the bills prohibiting 
reinsurance in unauthorized companies. They 


| see that this sort of legislation will force com- 





panies to a greeter extent than heretofcre, to 
write net lines, and hence give the others q 
show. Companies that have been king 
enormous lines and reinsuring them, have de- 
prived others of a share of the business that 
rightfully belonged to them. 

++ ++ 

PROFIT OM UNDERWRITING. 

A student of fire underwriting, in commenting 
on profit on underwriting the other day, called 
attention to the fact that a certain class of com- 
panies that strive tor the preferred business, 
particularly dwellings and small stores, made 
the largest profit last year. He points to such 
institutions as the Germania of New York, 
Glens Falls, Rochester German, and Buffalo 
German, He thinks that these companies paid 
sufficient to get a desirable class of business, 
and made a good profit on it, while companies 
that did a general business fared not nearly 
so well or else showed a loss. 

The recent run of wind-storms in the West 
has revived the tornado insurance business. It 
is always more brisk after a few storms. Agents 
have their attention called to the disturbance of 
the elements and are urged to place the need of 
indemnity before property-owners. The west- 
ern department of the Connecticut Fire has 
been issuing a tornado extra after every storm 
of any magnitude. It is gotten out in news- 
paper style, and shows the earmarks of Man- 
ager J. J. McDonald as an editor. The head- 
lines are cleverly conceived, and at first glance, 
one might believe it was a double extra gotten 
out by the New York /ournad. 


FRIGHTENING SMALL COMPANIES. 

Underwriters who have watched the dog star, 
and other signs, are preparing for three suc- 
cessive years in which there will be no profit, 
and doubtless considerable less in the business, 
They think the pendulum has begun to swing 
in the other direction, and are clearing the 
decks on that account. All indications of a 
general rate war have passed. There is not a 
vestige of such a conflict in sight, save in cer- 
tain localities like St. Paul, Minn, Yet, losses 
still keep up well, and are very liable to place 
the figures on the wrong side of the books. In 
some circles there is a determined effort to 
frighten the smaller companies to such an ex- 
tent that they will reinsure. The large com- 
panies, or such as are seeking the reinsurance 
of other companies, see in this method of pro- 
cedure an excellent one in which to swell their 
coffers. They have grown to such an extent 
that they feel that they need more provender 
than they can get through the ordinary sources. 
The retirement of state companies, or those that 
do a comparatively small business, is to be re- 
gretted for several reasons. They act as a bal- 
ance wheel in many cases, and there is more or 
less local pride inthem. ‘The exacting require- 
ments of new laws, taxes, heavy expenses, etc, 
however, make it difficult for a company with 
little money to meet all contingencies, and not 
feel a heavy jar. 


OBSERVATIONS ON ARKANSAS. 

The situation in Arkansas is fitly described 
by the following personal observations made by 
a well-known manager in a letter to another 
official of his company. The letter was written 
last month after a survey of the conditions and 
tour of the state. 

‘Have just arrived from Little Rock, where I 
had a nice visit with Adams and Boyle, and met 
about a half dozen special agents, who have 
been there for two weeks, trying to retain legal 
counsel at less than the fee already charged by 
attorneys agreed on by most companies. _ 

The legislature adjourns on the 19th inst., 
after the longest session in the history of the 
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state (100 days). No relief is expected from 
them. They grow more bitter each day, and 
the governor and attorney general are with 
them. wish you could look at this body of 
legislators Asan Eastern man, it would be a 
great sight to you. Many of them are mere 
boys with short coat sleeves and high water 

nts, which indicate recent growth, and the 
older fellows wear clothes that look like heir- 
looms. 1 have decided not to chew tobacco 
any more. Nearly all these fellows chew 
tobacco and spit anywhere except on the ceil- 
ing. They seem on pretty good terms with 
themselves, and look pleased over the ‘‘great 
work’’ they have done, notwithstanding public 
protests inade by business men and trade organ- 
jzations from all sections of the state. If you 
ask what is their object in such bitter action 
against insurance companies you will be told 
they are trying to be in the lead of a movement 
against all trusts, which will soon spread over 
the entire country, and make a place in history 
for themselves, as did Wendell Phillips and 
others in the movement for the abolition of 
slavery. 

Wm. J. Bryan was in Little Rock last month 
and made a speech against trusts, and about set 
these fellows wild with his argument and per- 
sonal magnetism After that speech there was 
no hope of changing a vote. You can form an 
idea of their regard for Bryan from three pic- 
tures that hang on the wall over the speaker’s 
head. One of an ex-governor about 2x3 feet in 
size. One of George Washington about 3 feet 
square, and one of Bryan about 4 feet square. 

The trial of those two five thousand dollar cases 
isset for next Saturday. From all I can hear the 
lower court, and also the upper court to which 
the cases will probably go, are both fair and un- 
prejudiced, and the companies will doubtless 
get justice. Capt. Adams says he believes all 
companies will resume business by July Ist 
next. Adams & Boyle are general agents for 
five companies in Arkansas. Their three clerks 
have been discharged and business is entirely 
suspended. Same all over the state. The entire 
affair is undoubtedly a political movement. 
Rector (the author of the anti-trust law) has 
several terms failed in his canvass for governor, 
but expects now on the prestige obtained from 
this law, to reach the governor’s chair ‘‘sure 
enough.’’ The present governor (Jones) and 
attorney general (Davis) both want to go to the 
United States Senate and don’t dare oppose the 
legislature, even though they want to. There 
are other candidates in the same boat, none of 
whom go farther than to straddle the question. 
Idon’t believe there are a half dozen of these 
lawmakers stopping at the leading hotel, but 
they go there at night and occupy the lobby, 
smoke pipes and squirt tobacco juice in all 
directions. The way they button-hole each 
other and look wise shows they feel most im- 
portant. They look like a lot of monkeys wear- 
ing spectacles, and know less. One hundred 
days at $6 per day will give them a good chunk 
of money for their “services.” It is reported 
that about ten of them sleep in a public dray- 
yard and eat crackers and cheese. I'm sorry I 
have not got snap shots of some of these char- 
acters to send you. I was as much amused in 
looking at them as a boy would be at his first 
visit toa menagerie. Auditor Sloan is ex-officio 
insurance commissioner and regrets the action 
of the legislature, but hopes the companies will 
soon be back in the state again. The subject is 
vege discussed everywhere by little knots of 
m&i, and it is said to be a miracle that in the 
heat of argument no personal conflicts have yet 
taken place. 

There are three general agency offices in 
Little Rock doing business in Arkansas only. 
They are all first-class men, and the special 
agents are the peers of any field men I have 
seen anywhere. An oil mill burned in Little 
Rock last night. * * * * The Northern is said 
to be doing a land office business at St. Louis 
and Memphis writing Arkansas business. At the 
latter place three clerks are kept busy writing 
policies. Beautiful spring weather down here, 
but the spring is about two weeks behind usual 
time.’’ 

In this connection the following extract from 
the argument of Attorney General Jeff Davis, 


| . . . o- . 
| against the companies, is of interest as showing 


his uncompromising attitude: 

“Let the results be what they may; let 
every insurance man leave the state of Arkan- 
sas; let every fire insurance company leave; let 
every house burn up, if you will; let every piece 
of property go up in ashes. That would be 


| awful indeed; that would be terrible to contem- 


plate; but I say solemnly, it would not be half 
so bad as a judicial officer stultifying himself to 
override the law. That is pretty plain talk, but 
I mean it,”’ 

RATHER A BIG DEAL. 

There is at least one local agent in Illinois 
who can hardly complain of the hard times. 
His name is E. E. Howard, of Joliet. He has 
just been given the entire insurance on the 
steel combine, the American Steel & Wire Com- 
pany, which has dozens of plants at various 
points throughout the country. The line, or 
lines, amount to $11,500,000 insurance and the 
annual premium is nearly $100,000, Mr. Howard 
should be able to buy that new bicycle this 
year and take an extra week’s summer vacation 
if business keeps up in thisway. The president 
of the steel company lives at Joliet and happens 
to be a friend of Mr. Howard. The lines have 
heretofore been controlled by Fred S James & 
Co., and Truman W. Eustis of Chicago. Mr. 
Howard has Chicago headquarters in the office 
of the steel company and during the past week 
agents from various points where the plants are 
located have gone to Chicago for the express 
purpose of seeing him. As fast as the lines 
expire, Mr. Howard places them with local 
agents at the several points, receiving his com- 
mission from them. The plan is to recognize 
the local agents in the distribution of the busi- 
ness. Following are some of the plants owned 
by the American Steel & Wire Company: 

Cincinnati Barb Wire Fence Company, Cin- 
cinnati; Oliver Wire Company and Pittsburg 


| Wire Company, Pittsburg; Cleveland Rolling 


| of Boston. 


Mill Company, H. P. Nail Company and 
American Wire Company, Cleveland ; Wash- 
burn & Moen Manufacturing Company, Worces- 
ter, Mass.; Indiana Wire Fence Company, 
Crawfordsville, Ind.; Laidlaw Bail Tie Com- 
pany, Joliet, Ill.; Consolidated Steel and Wire 
Company, whose main office was in Pittsburg, 
and which comprised about half a dozen plants 
in various places ; Consolidated Wire Company 
of Kansas ; one or two other large western con- 
cerns and a number of small ones, certain steel 
plants and some iron mines and ship companies, 


HARVEY AND THE STREET RAILWAY LINE. 


George M. Harvey of Chicago is occupying | 


the attention of La Salle street. His name isin 
about every issue of the daily papers in their 
insurance columns He placed the line of the 
North Chicago and West Chicago street rail- 
roads in a manner that he claims is according to 
the rules of the Chicago board, and which was 
approved by the secretary of the board. The 
executive committee, however, disagrees with 
Mr. Harvey and has ordered his policies up. 
Mr. Harvey refuses tocomply with their request 
and from all indications their is a battle royal in 
sight. The controversy is over the floating pol- 
icies Mr. Harvey has written on rolling stock, 
the form covering the cars anywhere in Cook 
county. The rate was made at a figure that 
would bring the average rate of the roads at 75 
cents. The executive committee holds that the 
floaters are in violation of the rules as the roll- 
ing stock takes the rate of the contents of the 
car barns. Mr. Harvey represents the Liverpool 


& London & Globe, Manchester, Palatine, 


Pennsylvania, Globe and Rutgers, State of New 


York, Magdeburg of New York and Mercantile 
He is backed in his position by 


| 


Managers Eddy of the Commercial Union, Eus- 
tis of the Manchester, Law Bros. of the Royal, 
Fisher of the Palatine, Littlejohn of the North 
British and Barry of the Pennsylvania. If Mr. 
Harvey is suspended from the board other com- 
plications regarding his companies will ensue. 
It is a rule that a company cannot have both a 
board and a non-board agency. 
THE NATIONAL OF IRELAND. 

Underwriters are awaiting the decision of the 
National of Ireland regarding the advisability 
of entering this country. The manager, Chivil- 
ier Cream, has arrived and is in consultation 
with some of the prominent underwriters of 
New York. If it decides to operate here it will 
be quite a plum to fall into the basket of some 
aspiring member of the fraternity. Manager 
Cream is spoken of as a highly intelligent gen- 
tlemen, and as his name indicates is the ‘‘real 
stuff’. 


HitcHcocK—With the advent of warm 
weather, witnessing the coming of fragrant 
flowers and carolling birds, another harbinger 
of spring is always given a gladsome welcome 
in Chicago, and especially that section of the 
metropolis known as La Salle street. The gen- 
tle zephyrs bring on their perfume-laden wings 
the joyous smile of C. I. Hithcock, the affable 
insurance editor of the 72mes-Herald, Dis- 
carding the garb of the Northland, he appears 
with the sky-blue serge, and wears a cravat of a 
light hue. With these springtime habiliments, 
all traces of the sear and yellow leaf being dis- 
carded, he enters the managerial holy of holies, 
and there is a subdued hush all along the aisles. 
Whispers of comment on Hitch’s make-up, gor- 
geous, grand, original and inspiring, are heard, 
And like a hero of Troy, he walks with meas- 
ured step to the theater of his glory. The man- 
agers, one and all, captivated by this imposing 
entry, become confused, begin pushing office 
bells until there is a general tintintabulation 
from the chief clerk’s desk to the supply-room. 
The advent of Col. Hitchcock with his spring 
dress is as much of a function on La Salle street 
as is its annual base ball game or the meeting 
of the Northwest Association. Col. Hitchcock 
has long been an important feature in western 
insurance circles. Many remember him as the 
errand boy of the /nvestigator, doing chores 
and delivering papers. By his own unaided 
efforts, possessing the determination, grit and 
ambition that is characteristic of a self-made 
man, he began editing an insurance column on 
the old Daz/y G/obe. In due course of time, he 
was appointed insurance editor of the /n/er- 
Ocean, Here he won his spurs, gained a wide 
acquaintance, and was acknowledged as the 
leading daily insurance newspaper man of the 
West. In 1595 he transferred his allegiance to 
the 7imes Herald, where his record as a news- 
gatherer has been nothing less than phenome- 
nal. With his varied sources of information, 
excellent facilities and good judgment in hand- 
ling news, Col. Hitchcock has come to be re- 
garded as indisp:nsable in the purveying of 
current information He isa true type of the 
West, and is an example of what faithful effort 
can accomplish. 


Supplement Will Be Issued. 
THE WESTERN UNDEWRITER is requested by 
the officers of the National Association of Local 
Fire Insurance Agents to publish the following: 


A number of companies not included in the 
list, issued April 25, 1809, of companies that 
had advised the Natinal Association of Local 
Fire Insurance Agents that they would not 
practice Overhead Writing, having expressed a 
wish to be enrolled upon the said list, a supple- 
ment will soon be issued. 

Sincerely believing that unanimity on this 
question will be of benefit to all fire insurance 
interests, we again most earnestly invite all the 
companies to come to the support of local agents 
in this stand against Overhead Writing.—C. H. 
WoorpwortTH, President. 
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‘THE OHIO & W. VA. FIELD. 


RULING ON AGENTS’ RETURNS. 
Superintendent Matthews’ attention has been 
called to the fact that many local agents in- 
terpret the taxation law in reporting premiuts 
to the county auditors to mean gross premiums 
less commissions. He has made a decision that 
agents must not deduct their commissions, but 
must report the gross premiums which allow 
only for cancellations and returned policies 
where the premium was not paid. This applies 
to fire insurance only. 

++ ++ 
WASHINGTON REORGANIZATION. 

The sixty-third annual meeting of the Wash- 
ington Insurance Company of Cincinnati was 
held on May Ist. At that time Henry Emerson, 
who had been president for five years, resigned 
the presidency on account of failing health. 
As his successor the directors elected Nat. 
Henchman Davis. He has been a member of 
the executive committee for a number of years, 
but is rather a financier than an underwriter, 
being a director of the Cincinnati Street Rail- 
way Company, the Central Trust and Safe De- 
posit Company, and about a dozen other com- 
panies and associations. The active manage- 
ment of the company will now be mostly in the 
hands of E. F. Weiss, who was elected to the 
vice-presidency in addition to the secretaryship, 
which he has heretofore held. Mr. Weiss isa 
hard-headed, careful and up-to-date insurance 
man, and the Washington should make progress 
under his management. Louis H. Schweer, 
who has been book-keeper for four years, has 
been elected assistant secretary. Mr. Emer- 
son has been associated with the Washington 
for twenty-five years or so in some capacity. 
He continues on the directory. 

The Washington is at present doing first rate, 
having added $4,100 to its net surplus since 
January Ist. It did a losing business last year 
mostly through losses in Chicago and Philadel- 
phia. It withdrew from the latter last year, 
and from Chicago in February. An undue 
share of the small losses of the last two months 
has been under policies in Philadelphia not 
yet expired. Mr. Weiss proposes pushing the 
company mostly in Ohio and the smaller towns 
of Illinois. It already has 80 agents in Ohio, 
and will increase this number. Mr. Weiss has 
heretofore done most of the special work. Mr. 
Schweer will assist him in future. 

oo ++ 
THE MASSILLON FIRE. 

The Russell & Co, fire at Massillon caused an 
insurance loss of $80,000. The line was cap- 
tured some time ago from the New England 
mutuals after a fierce fight. There was $450,000 
insurance. The loss on stock is about $60,000, 
on building $15,000, and machinery $1,000. 
There was $340,000 written under general form, 
of which $150,000 applied to stock. The $90,000 
specific on stock added makes $240,000. The 
companies writing under general form are: L. 
& L. & G., Continental, Union of England, and 
Phoenix of Hartford, $40,000 each; 





Northern | 


25,000; Queen, Springfield, N. B. & M., West- | 


ern of Ont., London, Fire Association, Aetna 
and New Hampshire, $20,000 each; German- 
American $15,000, There was $90,000 specific 
on stock: National of Hartford and Hartford, 
$30,000 each; Traders and Phoenix of England 
$15,000 each. 


++ ++ 
CINCINNATI CONDITIONS AND STURM. 
There is a prospect of very lively times in 
Cincinnati in a few days over the Sturm affair. 
If they come they will be the culmination of a 
long course of bad practice in this city, brought 


to a head by the action of Simon Sturm For 
weeks past trouble has been expected. Charges 
of rebating were made against Mr. Sturm and 
he refused to put up the deposit required by the 
board. John Heckle & Sons were licensed to 
his companies, and it was generally believed 
that they would take them, while Mr. Sturm 
would get new companies and run a non-board 
agency. While these two parties appear as two 
firms, they are really one, Messrs. Sturm and 
Heckle being partners. They have done busi- 


' ness as separate firms, however, as it enabled 


them to have five more solicitors. On the first 
of the month both agencies tendered their resig- 
nations as members of the board to take effect 
on the 15th. Since then a number of the com- 
panies have left the two agencies. The A%tna 
went to Adam Gray & Co.; the N. B. & M. and 
Philadelphia Underwriters to Fred. Rauh & Co,; 
the N. B. & M. of New York to L. E. Guntrum ; 
while the Norwich Union, the leading company 
in the agencies, took up the agencies and leave 
Bonsall & Shipley sole agents. The Commer- 
cial Union and Northern Assurance have not 
yet taken action. This action of the companies 
has been construed by some board men to mean 
that the companies saw through the scheme of 
having Sturm out and Heckle in the board and 
would not permit it. None of the agents to 
whom the companies have been transferred get 
any registers from the Sturm office. Mr. Sturm 
has not kept any company registers since he 
had trouble in 1896. It is a fact that he stands 
so well with the companies that they were will- 
ing to relinquish this rule in his favor. Indeed, 
his reputation for prompt settlement of accounts 
is known among others than his companies. 

Board agents on Third Street cannot under- 
stand what Mr. Sturm means by his present ac- 
tion. They do not see why he should throw 
open to the knife a business that he has been a 
quarter of a century building up. He, however, 
seems satisfied with his ability to hold his own. 
Preparations are being made to go after his bus- 
iness, and unless a peace is patched up, there 
will certainly be a rate war on his business. If 
it comes, board agents will also declare war on 
the Travelers. Mr. Sturm is general agent of 
the Travelers in all departments. His annual 
premiums are about $50,000, divided in 1897 
into $22,507 for the life department, $18,230 ac- 
cident, and $5,310 liability. Much accident and 
liability business comes as brokerage business 
from fire agents, and board men say this will 
fall off entirely. They say that the Travelers 
has been similarly placed before and has with- 
drawn, and it is said in some quarters that the 
company has intimated to Mr. Sturm its disap- 
proval of his present course. 

++ ++ 

Mr. Sturm, however, has his side of the case. 
To THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER he said on 
Monday: “On the 15th I shall be out of the 
board unless the board admits me on my terms 
at the meeting on the llth. The conditions I 
have laid down are that past offenses shall be 
pardoned, the appeal committee of the board 
shall be abolished, and that I shall keep the 
American, of Philadelphia. It is now in and 
out of the board, and I shall keep it under any 
circumstances. I am not yet ready to say what 
my plans are, but I am fully prepared to pro- 
tect my business. If I go into the board again, 
my old companies will remain with me ; if I go 
out, I shall have companies enough. My action 
has been forced upon me. I have been in busi- 
ness for twenty eight years and have never re- 
bated until last July. That case was discov- 
ered. I had to doit to save myself. The rest 
were doing the same thing, and I could not live 
without doing so. I have here an affidavit that 


one of the heaviest insurers in Cincinnati re- 
ceived a rebate from every agent he did busi- | 
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ness with except me. As for the Travelers, 
that will not be affected. My brokerage busj- 
ness is gone. Myron C. Long pays 25 per cent 
for the Aitna ; and as I pay but 20 per cent, | 
get but little of that any more. I believe most 
of the fair-minded agents on the street sympa- 
thize with me in this matter.”’ 

It is known that this last statement is correct 
at least in part. It is known, too, that there is 
something in Mr. Sturm’s charges of the preva- 
lence of rebating. The excessive commissions 
paid agents and the prevalence of curbstone 
brokers have accustomed some agents at any 
rate to treat nearly anybody who offers them 
business as a broker, be he the assured or one 
of his clerks or subordinates. As stated in the 
last issue, the Northern and Eastern of New 
York withdrew from Mr. Sturm’s office after 
having appointed him. These companies were 
presented with the ultimatum of taking up their 
agencies or losing some valuable reinsurance 
contracts which they have. They kept the re- 
insurance. There was a rumor current yester- 
day that the Northern and Commercial Union, 
the only companies remaining in the agency 
except the three new appointments, American 
and Buffalo "German and Commercial might 
stay in the agency. Mr. Eddy, of the Com- 
mercial Union, however, is quoted as_hay- 
ing said when in Cincinnati that he would 
take up the supplies rather than lose his board 
agents. It will be noted that the agencies have 
been distributed among various offices, and it is 
stated that this business will be held by the 
companies at any rate. There is no truth in the 
rumor that the Travelers will take up Mr, 


| Sturm’s agency though State Agent Power was 
in Cincinnati Wednesday. 


+ ++ 
CINCINNATI PREMIUM RETURNS. 

The following are the returns of 1898 gross 
premiums, fire, marine, and casualty, as far as 
reported by Cincinnati agents for taxation. For 
comparison the 1897 premiums are given after 
those of 1898 and separated from them by a 
dash. The totals for 1597 are totals for all com- 
panies in the agency that year and not neces- 


| sarily only for those named here: 





Ben. A. Adams: Com’l Union, 722—641; Na- 
tional, Ct., 2,340—1,342. Totals 4,574—1,983. 

Aetna Ins. Co. (Aeeler @& Gallagher, Gen. 
Agts.): 847. 

Alexander & Co.: Agricultural, 12,446—9,915; 
Phoenix, Eng., 5,807—6,660. Totals 18,243— 
16,575. 

F. J. Blain & Co.: Continental, 8,297—878; 
Millers National, 442. Totals 8,739—5,240, 
Bonsall & Shipley: Delaware, 4,662 — 5,069, 
(marine) 3,946—3,821; Detroit, 2,479—3,293; 
Eng. Amer. Und. 3,321; Firemens, N. J., 
2,268—2,269; Glens Falls, 1,664—2,200; Nor- 
wich Union, 3,428—4,702; Reliance, 1,236— 
1,637; Williamsburg City, 2,041 — 2,464. 

Totals 25,146—25,550. 

Carey & Zimmerman: Armenia (10 mzos.), 1,286; 
American, Pa., (7 mos.) 243; Concordia, 
(11 mos.) 764; Phoenix, Ct., (9 mos.) 3,068; 
Wisconsin, (9 mos.) 1,028. Total 6,388. 

Cloud & Cox: Hanover, 7,890—8,872;- Hartford, 


Chas. J. Dauner: Man. & Mer., Pa., 2,065; 
Mil. Mech., 3,578. Totals 5,646. 

Walter P. Dolle: Erie, 4,669—1,086. 

H. F. Finke: Germania, 16,586—14,610; Inter- 
national, (10 mos.) 4,006. Totals 20,592— 
14,610. 

E. O. Fitch: Traders, Ill., 11,446—11,347. 





| Adam Gray & Co.: Broadway, 174—1,128; Fire- 


Home, 43,484—38,476; Lon- 
don, 11,812—12,029; Manchester, 8,654— 
9,722; National, O., 2,335—not reported; New 
Hampshire, 9,769—10,600; N. B. & M., 10,984 
—10,949; Security, Ct., 3,456; Union, Pa., 
4,033—4,389; Fid. & Cas., 94. Totals 95,164 
—387, 534. 

Jos. Gunther: Michigan, 4,063—3,562. 
4,062—5,048. 

L. E. Guntrum : 


mens, Md., 369; 


Total 


Armenia, 140; Brit, Amer., 
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8,397 
zens, Mo., 828; German, Pa., 140; Home, 
2000; Lancashire, 4,120—4,818; Mechanics, 


Pa., 140; Man. & Mer., Pa., 140; Rockford, 
2.44—774; Western, Ont., 11,642—13,400; 
Fid. & Cas., 202-257. Total 30,884—31,639. 

A. J. Hammell : Hartford, 2,727; Springfield, 
283. Total 3,010. 

Jno. W. Harper & Co.: 
Mil. Mech., 314—1,637 ; 
Queen, 1, 680—1 ,665 ; 
Total 9,219—8,834. 

John Heckle & Sons : Com’] Union, N. Y., 254; 
Fireman’s Fund, 1,312; Norwich Union, 
1,908; N. B. & M., 948; Phila. Und., 1,072; 
Prov. Wash., 920. Total, 6,414. 

Jones, Montgomery & Haass: Etna, 3,126— 
2,963 ; Caledonian, 2,634—2,069; Fire Ass’n, 
13,207—14,002 ; Firemen’s, N. J., 981—397. 
Total 19,949—21,204. 

Roger H. Kemper : Etna, 26,739—24,073. 

Kennett, Heckle & Hall: International, 1,406; 
Lon. & Lan., 3,640—4,844 ; Milwaukee, 1,060 ; 
Mil. Mech., 13,897—755; New Hampshire, 
4,229; Saginaw Val., 1,748—1,792 ; Western, 
Pa., 3,523—4,664. Total 29,5 )5—18,385. 

A. S. Harkness & Co: London, 2,439; Queen, 
1,070—532 ; Rockford, 148 ; Westchester, 103 
—312; Union Cas. and Surety, 7,228—7,186. 
Total 10,990—8,030. 

Geo. I. King & Co.; Girard, 1,512—982; Hart- 
ford, 2,752—3,015 ; Home Mut., 1,642—1,745. 
Total 5,906—7,282. 

Arthur Kleve : American, N. J., 2,592. 

Carl Kleve & Co.: Howard, 1,539; Rochester 
Ger., 4,755—4,312 ; Sun, Eng., 17,482—1,680; 
United Firemen’s, 4,888—3,409. Total 28,665 


Eagle, 3,125—4,427 ; 
N. Y. Und., 3,819; 
Western Und, 281. 


—10,218. 
Klick & Burnet: Orient, 1,019; Phoenix, Ct., 
5,104—4,466; Queen, 1,837 — 1,689. Total 


7,960—7,824. 

Geo. Lahusen : Palatine, 4,683. 

J. H. Leiding: State of Ill. (2 mos.), 333; 
Thuringia-American (2 mos.), 651. Total 984, 

L& G. & G.: 24,453—20,562. 

L& L. & G., N. Y.: 100. 

Magly, Stiess & Mayer: German, IIl., 8,567— 
5,163; Lancashire, 5,563—5,163; L.& L.&G., 
711—950; National Ct., 5,071—6,264; Royal 
Exchg., 3,865—3,954. Totals 23,775—24,474. 

Chas. E. Marshall: Buffalo Ger., (2 mos.) 67; 
Concordia, 1,259—890; German, Pa., 1,407; 
Milwaukee, (1 mo.) 62; Rockford, (7 mos.) 
243—454; Teutonia, La., (3 mos.) 654; West- 
chester, (1 mv.) 49—1,297. Totals 3,743— 
2461. 

Diedrich B. Meyer: American, Pa., 733—1,541; 
Citizens, Mo., 2,418—3,758; Commerce, 1,831 
—1,942; Hartford, 898—1,359; Queen, 925— 
1,143. ‘Totals 6,805—9,743. 

C. Gordon, Neff & Co.: County of Phila., 2,627 
—3,965; Firemans Fund, 699—642; Franklin, 
Pa., 3,594—3,094; London, 1,467—1,642; N. 
Y. Und., 12,819--16,322; N. B. & M., 716—822; 
Springfield, 6,864—9,583. Totals 28,785— 
37,967. 

Phoenix Ins. Co., 73,083—60,872. 

Geo. W. Pohlman: Firemens, Md., 5,841—4,323; 
State of N. Y., 936—218 Totals 6,777—6,947. 

Fred. Rauh & Co.: Agricultural, 93; Assur. 
Co. of Amer., 764; Atlas, 8,524—8,547; Ger. 
Amer., 19,308—19,890; Greenwich, 4,207— 
4,028; Lion, 4,556—5,264; Magdeburg, 7,491 
—6,413; Mercantile, 3,459—3,698; Niagara, 
7,206—7,773; North Amer., 6,911—8,473; Pa. 
Fire, 7,971—7,849; Phoenix, Ct., 5,924—7,732; 
Marine, 3,100—3,161; Fid. & Cas., 6,891— 
7,879; Standard Acci., 2,113 —2,434. Totals 
88,516—93,141. 

Runck, Heinsheimer & Co.: American, Pa., 
1,495—2,201; Broadway, 186—274; Buf. Ger- 
man, 80—S84; Concordia, 976—1,088; Con- 
necticut, 6,056 - 2,768; Delaware, 874; Fire- 
mens, Md., 283 -120; German, IIl., 1,346— 
1,117; Milwaukee, 314; Mil. Mech., 1,948 
2,182; Rockford, 626—308; Teutonia, La., 1,389 
—2,008. Totals 16,411—13,258. 

Albert W. Schell & Co.: American, N. Y., 
4,690; Hartford, 32,575—35,916; Phenix, 15,400 
—17,404; Phoenix, Eng., 4,249—4,504; Phoe- 
nix, Ct., 6,698—8,155. Totals 63,618—69,568, 

te Schroeder & Son: National, Ct., 2,340 
—2,520. 
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B. & M., 4,045—4,500. Totals 5,100—5,420. 

Squire, Hahn & App Co.: American, Md., 
1,510; Colonial, 3,800—2,612: Manhattan, 
7,650; N. Y. Fire, 2,300—2,287; Washington, 
N. Y., 2,300. Totals 17,560—15,717. 

Henry N. Staats, Cleveland ( Factory Mutuals): 
Cotton & Woolen, 4,394—4,951; Industrial, 
3,028—3,654; Mercantile, 2,724—3,041; Mill 
Owners, 779—714; Narragansett, 1,119—1,146; 
Protection, 1,651—1,745; Rubber, 3,842—4,176 
Totals 17,536—19,427. 

Simon Sturm: Aetna, 6,231—7,160; Com’1 Union, 
4,380—5,440; Com’l Union, N Y., 964—600; 
Eastern, 220; Firemans Fund, 3,544—4,130; L. 
& L. & G., 4,0453—4,48; N. B. & M., 3,165— 
4,780; Northern, 1,650—2,398; Norwich Union, 
7,324—11,180; Phila. Und., 5,372—6,60; Prov. 
Wash., 3,750—5,000; Rockford, 1,021—470; 
Fid. & Cas. (Burglary), 1,576—740; N. Y. 
Pl. Gl., 256; Travelers ( Accident), 17,4A84— 
18,230, ( Liadility) 4,349—6,310. Total 66,086 
—74,010. 

John Swasey & Co.: Amer. Cent., 2,998 —3,326; 
Commercial, 128; Com’l Union, 4754—3,438; 
Continental (4 mos.), 1,226—4,594; Eureka, 
O., 673; Grand Rapids. 2,717— 1,669; Mil. 
Mech. (8 mos.), 267—524; Newark, 1,001 
1,135; Reliance, 1,954—2,114; Union Cas. & 
Sure., 100. Totals, 15,819-—16,800. 

Edward E. Townley: Amer. Cent., 2,658— 3,505; 
German, Ind., 2,229—983; German, IIl., 49; 
L. & L. & G., 880—1,033; Mil. Mech., 49; N. 
W. Nat’l, 719—784; Western Und., 177—530: 
Totals 6,761—6,905. 

John P. Whiteman: N. Y. Und., 1,668—1,732. 


Alvin R. Witham: German, Ind., 2,037; L. & L. | 


& G., 446; N. W. 
Totals 9,465—7 ,372. 
J. Gano Wright & Co.:L. & L. & G., 7,208— 
6,432; Mil. Mech., 554—478; North Amer., 
7,327—7,383; Pacific, 5,389—5,625; R. I. Und., 
5,094—5,250; Union, Pa. (9 mos.), 2,421; 
Standard Acci., 620. Totals 28,262—31,(49. 
COLUMBUS PREMIUM RETURNS. 
The following are the premium returns for 
1898 so far as reported by Columbus agents. 
The returns for 1897 are given after those of 1898, 


National, 6,982—5,942. 


Neil Bros. & Howard: American, Mass., 354— 
476: Mercantile, 826—845; Com’l Union, 4,064 
3,259; Com’1 Union, N. Y., 355—200; N. B. 

& M., N. Y., 318; Thuringia American, 245; 
Assur. Co. of Amer., 179; Central: Acci., 200. 

Chas. E. Bedwell: Fire Ass'n, 5,007—5,417; 
Phila. Und., 730—850; American, N. J., 1,194 
—1,313; American, N. Y., 911—863; Reading, 
1,682—1,833; Royal Exch., 633—364; German, 
Ind., 434—32. 

Bryson, Brubacher & Co.: Imperial, 3,292— 
4,241; Royal, 3,417—3,456; German Amer., 
2,410—2,912; State of Pa., 1,926—2,139; Spring 
Garden, 1,020—1,100; Firemens, Md., 1,001 
974; Eagle, 867—-957; Traders, I11., 847—1,313; 
Palatine, 711—452; Teutonia, La., 408—657; 
Reliance, 235—791; Union Cas. & Sure., 872 
—991, 

Fred W. Burkley: Germ. Alliance, 2,037—2,354. 

H. M. Gibbs, Special Agt.: Lancashire, 1,118. 

W. C. Daniel, Special Agt.: Northern, 494. 

Aetna (from Harrisburg Agency): 35. 

Lauterbach & Ejilber: National, Ct., 8,292— 
8 858: Mil. Mech., 6,258—6,693; Roch. Ger- 
man, 4,265—2,271; Williamsburg City, 2,134 
2.409: Concordia, 2,3683—2,533; German, II1., 
3,218—3,426; Buffalo German, 2,016—2,271; 
Buffalo Commercial, 1,738—999; Pacific, 743 
—1,349; Merchants, N. J., 1,140—1,664; Mil- 
waukee, 487; Commerce, 710—993; Hartford 





S. B., 3,467—3,389; Lloyds Pl. Gl., 825—894. | 
R. H. Gardner: Westchester, 8,777—8,530; Hart- | 


ford, 7,322—7,837; Phoenix, Ct., 3,864; 
American, Pa., 1,824—1,838; Michigan, 1,489 
—1.808; Lon. & Lan., 2,378—3,08u; Orient, 
1,062—869; Manchester, 2,057—2,117; United 
Firemens, 1,144—1,231; Home Mutual, 396; 
Central Accident, 269—360. 

Fletcher & Beggs: Traders, N. Y., 643; Man- 
hattan, 454; Mer. & Manuf., Md., 371; Col- 
onial, 347; American, Md., 269; Washington, 
N. Y., 254; N. Y. Fire, 117. 

S. S. Sargent: Germania, 5,637; Northwestern 


Nat’l, 3,366; Erie, 2,677; M. & M., Md., 273; | 


International, 1,750; Com’l Union, N. Y., 
228; Delaware, 632; Central Accident, 437. 
Henry J. Roberts: Citizens, Pa., 1,644—1,020; 
German, Pa., 908; Delaware, 720; Western 

Und., 295—642. 

Westerville—J. W. Merchant: Royal, 355—-310; 
Home, 347—63C; Continental, 301—276; Fire 
Ass’n, 757—572; Mil. Mech., 361—138. 

Canal Winchester—H. H. Dibble: Phoenix, 
Ct., 221—243; Hartford, 199—621; National, 
Ct., 48—53; Phoenix, Eng., 40—129; Home, 
283. 

ADVANCED IDEAS AT COLUMBUS. 

The greater part of the business men of Co- 
lumbus have formed what they have decided to 
call a Policy-holders’ Union, representing about 
$25,000,010 worth of property. The object of 
this union is to secure better rates by helping 
reduce the hazard. They have also decided to 
use all means in their power to punish incen- 
diaries, and hope to be able to see to it that only 
such laws are passed in the Legislature as are 
for the good of the assured. The union is now 
composed of about two hundred of the most en- 
ergetic of the business men in Columbus. At 
the meeting of May 5th James T. Minehart was 
elected president. The sentiment seems to pre- 
vail among the members of the union that the 
only way to get cheaper rates is to see that the 
hazard is reduced and to treat the insurance 
companies in a businesslike and fair manner. 


OHIO AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 

Fire companies have recently appointed the 
following agents in Ohio. 

American, Pa.—Pearl T. Sherwood, Plain City. 

Armenia—Holton & Clark, Toledo. 

3oston—Geo. W. Stace, Hamilton; W. H. 
Todhunter, Middletown; J. S. Elliott & Co., 
Springfield; W. B. Johnston, Elyria; H. M. 
Sutermeister, Kenton; Wood County Insurance 
Agency, Bowling Green; C. S. Vorwerk, Lorain. 

Buffalo German—Jos. Schwartz & Son, Fre- 
mont. 

Caledonian—W. C. Curtis & Co., Mt. Vernon 

Com’! Union, Eng.—R. E. Morgan, Alliance. 

Concordia—C. Ihle, Pomeroy; H. C. Dakin, 
Lebanon. 

Continental—Grieve & Zartman, Xenia. 

Delaware—Anna L. Hart, Galion. 

Eagle—Stanislaus Jokel, Toledo. 

German, Ind.—J. G. Thompson, Kenton; P. 
H. Nothstine, Circleville; J. R. O’Connor, Co- 
lumbus; Isaac J. Parry, Jackson. 

Greenwich—Grieve & Zartman, Xenia; W. A. 
Gipson, Upper Sandusky. 

Hartford—S. A. Darling, Centerburg. 

Imperial—Plin Vinton, Canal Dover. 

North America—J. E. Lowry, Cedarville; 
Lewis Myers, Belmont. 

State of Illinois—C. S. Matteson, Youngstown; 
H. H. Smith, Toronto. 

Lon. & Lan.—E. W. Norman, Blanchester. 

Lumbermens, Pa.—C. C. Booth, Ashtabula; 
Willard Smyers, Hamilton; J. S. Oglesby, 
Middletown; W. A. Gibbs & Co., Springfield; 
Buck & Davis, Delaware; Herman Miller, San- 
dusky; N. A. Fulton, Xenia; C. J. Dauner, Cin- 
cinnati; Hattersly & Cartwright, Toledo; W. H. 
Atwill, Toledo; Geo. Stelzer, Piqua; H. Gilles- 
pie, Dayton; W. S. Bell, Zanesville; Gries- 
heimer & Schilder, Chillicothe; J. L. Westfall, 
Canton; H. O. Feederle & Co., Akron; Julius 
Kroffke, Akron. 

Milwaukee Fire — Henry Blume, Marietta; 
Geo. C. Vail, Mt. Vernon; H. H. Haning, 
Athens; Geo. L. Bethel, Nelsonville; J. C. Doug- 
las, Coshocton. 

Millers & Mfrs., Minn.—Stahl & Long, 
Toledo; F. M. Brooks, Napoleon; S. J. Craw- 
ford, East Liverpool; Rice, Haney & Medbury, 
Youngstown; R_ H. Gardner, Columbus; James 
Grisier & Son, Wauseon. 

National, Ct.—Gregg & Gregg (from John H. 
Beals), West Jefferson; James Stoops (from 
Janney & Randall), Waynesville. 

Niagara—C. F. & H. Abernethy, Circleville. 

N. W. National—H. A. Tidd, Cleveland; S. D. 
Croft, Covington. 

Palatine—O’Connor & Sons, Lima; James 
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Fitton, Hamilton; McGervey & LeSourd, Xenia; 
J. M. Hamlin, Findlay. 

Phoenix, Ct.—W. J. Wildman, Cedarville; 
S. B. Leech, Dennison; E. J. A. Drennen, Mar- 
tins Ferry. 

Philadelphia Und.—D. & L. V. Uncapher, 
Marion; Lee T. Murfin, Jackson. 

Reading—J. H. Phillips, Lima; Barker & 
Frost, Toledo; J. R. Davis, Youngstown. 

Rockford—Allen & Evans, Delaware; W. C. 
Shafer, Findlay. 

Scottish U. & N.—Jay M. Bair, Sterling. 

Security, Ct.—C. F. Schaber, Bucyrus. 

Traders, N. Y.—W. A. Mizer, Coshocton; De- 
Witt C. Gardner & Co., Ravenna; H.C. Smart, 
Canton; C. A. Betts, Alliance; Wm. Welsh, Mt. 
Vernon; J. F. Yarick, Elyria; H. E. Green & 
Son, Troy; J. A. Ullery, Covington; Edward 
Purpus, New Bremen; Raudabaugh & Hoyng, 
Celina; S. E. Wise, Bradford; F. D. Meeker, 
Greenville; Studevant & Kingseed, Sidney. 

Western Und.—C. C. Lord, Elyria. 

Westchester—C. O. Evarts & Co., Cleveland; 
Howells & Gill, Cleveland. 

Wisconsin—W. L. Alexander, Canton. 

++ ++ 
THE FIELD MEN’S CLUBS. 

Under the call issued by L. J. Bonar, referred 
to in the last issue of THE WESTERN UNDER- 
WRITER, forty-three Ohio special agents met at 
the Holleriden Hotel in Cleveland Tuesday and 
organized two field men's clubs. That of the 
specials of union companies is known as the 
Ohio Insurance Exchange. L. J. Bonar of Mans- 
field, state agent of the North America and Phil- 
adelphia Underwriters, was elected president; 
Cyrus Woodbury, special agent of the Queen and 
president of the old Ohio Field Club, vice-presi- 
dent; and Harry J. Shreffler of Akron, special 
agent of the Hartford, secretary. 

The special agents of the non-union com- 
panies effected a similar organization. The 
stated object of both organizations is legisla- 
tion toward better building laws and a strict 
compliance with them throughout the state, 
the adoption of up-to-date precautions in the 
erection of new structures and the betterment of 
old ones, the passage of a state fire marshal law, 
and in general the lessening of hazard and 
consequent reduction in rates of insurance. 
While neither organization is perfected as yet, 
all the men present are enthusiastic over the 
outlook. 

as ++ 
ANOTHER BOARD REORGANIZATION. 

On May 3d the reorganization committee of 
the Cleveland local board submitted its report. 
The meeting of agents was largely attended and 
the report was unanimously adopted. As soon 
as 90 percent of the agents sign the new con- 
stitution and by-laws the old board will go out 
of existence. The new local board is to be 
called the Cleveland Fire Underwriters’ Ex- 
change. The agency limitation is fixed at five 
for each company, and solicitors are limited to 
five for each agency. Recognition is given em- 
ployees of savings banks outside the congested 
district and building and loan associations as 
solicitors voting and non-voting. Members are 
to be determined by attendance each six 
months. A cash collection system is provided 
for. Agents’ ownership of tneir business is 
asserted, but will be abrogated on proof of dis- 
honesty of the agent, and no appeal will lie 
from the findings of the trial board. Agents’ 
deposits are increased, and expulsion and for- 
feiture of deposit will follow the second wilful 
offense. , 2 

TOBACCO BUSINESS AT DAYTON. 

Considerable of the tobacco insurance that 
has been placed with the eastern brokers has 
been offered to Dayton agents, but had to be 
declined on account of the rule of the Dayton 
Club against paying commissions to outside 
agents or brokers. As noted in the last issue of 
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modified at the club meeting of April 25th as to 
allow the payment of commissions, provided the 
property insured was owned by non-residents of 
Montgomery County. After the passage of the 
resolution a prominent agent excused himself, 
and a few minutes later there appeared a tele- 
gram in the office of a New York broker cffer- 
ing commissions on any insurance he might 
have to place on tobacco in Dayton. Another 


when the telegram was brought in, and he se- 
cured a copy of it as evidence of the first men- 
tioned agent’s agility in getting to the tele- 
graph office and endeavoring to forestall any 
| business that might be heading this way. It is 
not known whose pole knocked the persimmon, 
but the big agent who ‘“‘happened’’ to be in 
New York says he was not there for his health 


NO NON-BOARDERS IN COLUMBUS. 


agent. Samuel S. Sargent came in a short time 


Dayton agent was conversing with the broker | 


At last Columbus is without a non-board | 


| ago, and now the application of Fletcher & | 
| Beggs, the only non-boarders left, has been re- | 


ceived by the local board, and they were elected 
to membership at the meeting held May 10th. 
Colonel Fletcher is now manager of the Squire, 
| Hahn & App Company and this firm represents 
the company’s interests in Columbus. Some- 


body has been doing some mighty good work. | 


To Secretary Huff of the board is due no small 
part of the credit. 
++ ++ 
DAYTON PREMIUM RETURNS, 1898-1897. 

So far as reported, the premium receipts of 
Dayton agents for 1898 are here given. The 
figures are followed by those of 1897, the two 

| being separated by a dash: 
| E. H. Coe: Caledonian, 2,239—1,822; Newark, 
| 407; N. W. National, 671—1,333; Lancashire, 

932; Norwich Union, 869; Saginaw Valley, 

698; Firemens, Md., 455; Phoenix, Eng., 

502; Erie, 741. 

Thos. L. Steward: Royal, 2,456—3,306. 

C. W. Schenk, (Sec’y Cooper): Commerce, 
1,292—1,959; German, W. Va., 501—547; 
Union, Pa., 1,118—1,475; Union, Buffalo, 
1,886—1,912; Germania, 775-913; State of 

Ill., 663. 

R. Boalt: Com’l Union, Eng., 649-—544; 
Com’! Union, N. Y., 197-183; London Assur., 
3387—478; Western, Ont., 696—966; Hartford, 
1,046—1,277; National, Ct , 490—367; Phenix, 
1,124—1,040; N. B. & M., 418—518; R. I. 
Underwriters, 721—805. 

. Linxweiler, Jr., (.Sec’y Teutonia): Concordia, 

697; German, W. Va., 1,415—1,324. 
| Squire, Hahn & App (Cleveland): Colonial, 

2,100—1,316; Washington, 1,100; New York, 

1,100—807; Manhattan, 4,100; American, 

Md., 740. 

S. E. Kemp & Co.: Home, 8,609—8,867; Amer- 
ican, N. J., 626—672; New Hampshire, 482-— 
790; Norwich Union, 289— 415; Manchester, 
365—449; German, Pittsburg, 478—632; Grand 

| Rapids, 553—662; German, Ind., 168—92. 

Chas. D. Kidd: Franklin, Pa., 346—306; Amer- 
ican, N, J., 714—451; Reliance, 906—706; 
Caledonian, 979—1,306; Niagara, 1,100—822, 

| G. A. McHenry: St. Paul, 2,310—2,455; North- 

ern, 1,542 — 1,766; Pa. Fire, 1,853 — 1,055; 

Concordia, 540; London, 1,163—1,395; Aetna, 

1,431. 

| Jno. N. Bell: North British, 8,319—8,242; Grand 

Rapids, 788—1,109; United Firemens 485— 

590; Michigan, 167; Norwood, 500; Firemens, 

Md., 27—502. 


— 
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The insurance on the American Steel and Wire 

| plant in Cincinnati, which will hereafter be 

controlled by Agent E. E. Howard, of Joliet, 

Ill., is at present handled in part by E. O. Fitch, 

agent of the Traders. The other half of the 

business is said to be written by unauthorized 
companies in New York. 


WEST VIRGINIA. 


WEST VIRGINIA’S FATE IN BALANCE 

The committee of twelve appointed at the 
meeting in Wheeling for the formation of « state 
organization have sent to the managers and 
companies interested in the state the result of 
their labors in the form of by-laws, rules and 
regulations, The committee ask that they be 
carefully gone over by the respective managers, 
and that each company endeavor to have a rep- 
resentative present at the meeting in Pittsburg, 
May 1th. Pittsburg was selected because 
Wheeling’s principal hotel is closed. Pittsburg 
is really as convenient as Wheeling on this 
point, and the letter to the managers espec- 
ially requests that their representative be pre- 
pared to talk and act on this important question 
at the next meeting. It is said several union 
companies will refuse to tie up on the rate ques- 
tion until home companies agree to 15 per cent. 
commission. J. F, Paull, F. Riester and J, P, 
Adams were appointed a committee to prepare 
forms on outside business which the valued 
policy law is unable to effect. 

Rates will be raised on farm property as fol- 
lows: Brick, 75c; frame, 1 per cent.; barns, 14 
per cent. for one year irrespective of roofs. 
Country stores will be raised to 2 per cent. on 
buildings, leaving the stock as heretofore, one 
and one-half per cent. The outlook for the as- 
sociation is bright, and in Wheeling it is be- 
lieved its success is fully assured if the com- 
panies favoring the fifteen per cent. agreement 
are willing to waive this one point. 

If the state organization fails or is dropped, 
the commission question will be open to all with 
no organization on rates, and if the Middle 
States Department takes up the state after the 
failure to organize, the companies will not be 
any the gainer or better off, as that department 
does not insist upon the commission pledge 
from either companies or agents. 

The committee recommended that some steps 
be taken to furnish West Virginia (Wheeling 
excepted) with a rating system similar to the 
Cochran Bureau in Ohio, and it is the general 
opinion that Mr. Cochran will be asked to furn- 
ish rates, A committee of one was appointed 
to confer with Mr. Cochran. If the organiza- 
tion is Split or abandoned it will be upon the 
rock and hide bound question of commission. 
The committee make no recommendation. 

Quite a number of the West Virginia local 
agents were visitors in Wheeling during the 
meeting, among whom were Messrs. Nichols 
and Ravenscraft, of Fairmont; N. G. Keim, of 
Elkins; J. R. Temins, of Parkersburg; Carl 
Vance, of Clarksburg; Mr. Kenny, of Piedmont, 
and Alexander Bros., of Martinsburg. 

In the list of names of the Committee of 
Twelve printed last issue only ten names were 
given. The two names omitted were Henry 
Fowler, state agent of the Home, and R. E. 
Gooch, of the L. & L. & G. The committee is: 
From the East, Blair, New York; Middle De- 
partment, Turner, Baltimore; South, Lecky, Jr. 
of Richmond, Burruss of Baltimore; Travers of 
Richmond; West Virginia, F. Riester, J. F. 
Paul, J. P. Adams of Wheeling; West, Bonar, 
Fowler, Gooch and Sanderson, all of Ohio. 

The specials present were unanimously in 
favor of having the tariffs made by the Cochran 
Bureau outside of the city of Wheeling. Wheel- 
ing will naturally follow if the negotiations now 
pending among the field men for co-operation 
result in a permanent organization. One of 


the advantages of the Cochran Bureau handling 
the state will be, that if a good man is secured 
he will greatly improve conditions in Ohio, in 
towns adjacent to West Virginia, as conditions 
in those towns are very similar to those prevail- 
ing in West Virginia. It seems almost certain 
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that Mr. Cochran will handle the state. 
has already received several applications for the 
position of inspector. F. Riester, of the Ger- 
man of Wheeling, is chairman of the committee 

of twelve, and A. G. Sanderson, Ohio special of 
the Aetna, secretary. 

If the state organization is affected in Pitts- 
burg the 19th inst. it is the opinion that the 
Middle States’ Department will relinquish the 
three counties now under its control in West 
Virginia, and it would be in very good taste if 
it would so indicate through some of its repre- 
sentatives present at the meeting. Mr. Paul 
Turner will, no doubt, be one of the leading 
lights in the West Virginia Association, as he is 
in the Middle Department, and it would be a 
graceful compliment to the new organization if 
he should make this offer. It would, no doubt, 
also be a satisfaction to the Middle Department 
to be rid of this small piece of responsibility. 
Such action upon the part of the Middle Depart- 
ment would also simplify the difference in the 
rates of those three counties and the balance of 
West Virginia. It is hoped the Middle Depart- 
ment will see it in this light and relinquish the 
three counties in question at the meeting in 
Pittsburg. 


++ + 
FIREMENS OF BALTIMORE DEPARTMENT. 

The Firemens Insurance Company of Mary- 
land has entered West Virginia and appointed 
U. O. Michaels special agent. The Firemens 
will be controlled by Robert Leeky, Jr., of the 
Virginia State, for the southern states lying be- 
tween the Potomac river and the Gulf. 


++ coal 

DANGER OF PARDON FOR FIREBUG EATON. 

WHEELING, MAy 10.—A special meeting of 
the Board of Underwriters was called Tuesday 
morning for the purpose of entering a protest 
against the release from state’s prison of ‘‘Fire- 
bug’? Wm. Eaton, who, after a hard-fought 
legal battle, was convicted and sentenced to the 
Penitentiary last fall for setting fire to his prop- 
erty and endangering the wholesale district of 
Wheeling. 

The first intimation of such a course by the 
Governor was upon receipt of a telegram from 
Governor Atkinson to the prosecuting attorney 
of this county, asking him if he would join in a 
petition asking for Eaton’s pardon and that he 
(the Governor) believed Eaton not guilty. © 

The prosecuting attorney immediately called 
upon some of the insurance fraternity and asked 
their feelings in the matter. The members of 
the board at once called a meeting and will send 
at once an official and individual earnest pro- 
test against such action by the Governor. 

The prosecuting attorney and judge under 
whom Eaton was convicted, it is understood, 
will not lend themselves to this high-handed 
piece of business, although some of the jury are 
willing to endorse a pardon. 

The ‘‘firebug gang’’ have worked untiringly 
since Eaton's conviction for his pardon, and 
have left no stone unturned that would further 
their purpose to defeat the law of its just rights. 
It is understood they have gone so far as to try 
to get the leading prosecuting witness, Albert 
Grandison, who testified that he saw Eaton 
atranging things for the fire, to go to Chicago, 
where the “gang” could handle him at their 
own sweet will and refute his own testimony. 
They offered to pay his expenses to Chicago and 
return and give him a cash consideration 
besides. Bribery and perjury is of small con- 
sideration to them when it stands between the 
prison and freedom of one of their tools. 

If this man Eaton is pardoned it will be a 
disgrace to the state and will be an invitation 
for the firebugs of the country to ply their voca- 
tion in West Virginia without fear of the law. 

It is hoped by the governor's best friends that 


| 


| partner. 





He | he will not crown the folly and inconsistency of 


his recent action on the ‘Valued Policy Law’’ 


| by this unheard-of piece of folly. 


| a store at Huntington 
sis'ing of worthless merchandise, which was partially 


Below will be found the protest sent to-day to 
Governor Atkinson by the board members and 
prominent wholesale merchants in the vicinity 
of the fire: 


OFFICE OF BOARD OF UNDERWRITERS 
WHEELING, May 9 

WHEREAS, The Board of Underwriters of the city of 
Wheeling, W. Va., learned that an effort is bei ing made 
to induce his exceile ney, the governor of West Virginia, 
to pardon one William Eaton, convicted in the criminal 
court of Ohio county, W. Va., of arson, and now serving 
a term of ten years in the West Virginia penite ntiary 
after a fair trial by an intelligent jury, composed of the 
citizens of Ohio county, W. Va. It having been estab 
lished to the satisfaction of the Court and jury that the 
said William Eaton was one of the members of the gang 
of incendiaries, composed of some half dozen or more 
parties, of which one Smith, who served a term in the 
penitentiary of Illinois for arson; one Cowie, who was 
also convicted and is serving or was serving time for 
the same offense; also one Alexander, who established 
W. Va., the stock therein con- 


destroyed by an incendiary fire, and the loss com pro- 
mised by the insurance companies, which carried insur- 
ance thereon. and Shippey & Co., at Chicago, dealers in 
auction goods, with which to supply such stores as were 
conducted by the said Alexander and Eaton, which were 
established to swindle insurance companies through in- 
cendiary fires. This same gang, having had incendiary 
fires prior to those at Huntington and Wheeling, at 
Xenia, Ohio, Harrisburg, Pa., and other points, and in 
each case had insurance for many times the value of 
stock destroyed, therefore it is 

Hesolved, By the members of the Board of Under- 
writers of the city of Wheeling, assembled in special 
session this day, consisting of 246 representatives of 8 
fire insurance companies, authorized to do busineas in 
the city of Wheeling, that a pardon granted the said 
William Eaton would be an outrage to the insurance 
companies represented in the city of W heeling and the 
business men of the wholesale district in said city, whose 
property and the lives of their employees were jeopar- 
dized by the action of the said William Eaton in firing 
premises 1302 Main St., Wheeling, W. Va., February 
1897, which nearly resulted in a confi: agration chat might 


| have destroyed the business section of the city 


Resolved, That we,as members of the Board of Under- 
writers of the city of Wheeling, and individually as citi- 
zens, hereby protest against mitigation of the sentence 
imposed by the Court on the said William Eaton, as no 
evidence has been produced tending to show his inno- 


| cence of the crime for which he was convicted, and 


further that not one of his co-conspirators appeared at 
his trial to testify in his behalf 

Signed by every representative of a company in 
Wheeling. 

The undersigned business men.and merchants in the 
city of Wheeling, W. Va., whose property was endan- 
gered by the firing of the property occ upied by William 
Eaton, heartily endorse the action of the Board of 
Underwriters of the city of W heeling, W. Va., and join 
in their protest against any executive clemency. 

(Signed by all the leading merchants on Main St.) 

ona ++ 


PHENIX AND WESTON HOSPITAL LINE. 
The list published last issue of the companies 
on the Hospital for the Insane at Weston con- 


| tained the name of the Phenix of Brooklyn, 


which was credited with having a $10,500 line 
at 2 percent. General Agent Harbeck writes: 
“ We wrote the risk in January, 1896, for three 
years, at the tariff, and at expiration in January, 
1899, declined to renew on any other than 
proper terms, in consequence of which we have 
not been interested in the risk since the expira- 
tion of the old policy at all.’’ It is also learned 
that the Phenix declined reinsurance on any of 
the policies now in force, and only the other 
day declined reinsurance offered it at 2 per 
cent. by a large foreign company which had a 
$25,000 policy 
ae ++ 
DATE OF W. VA. MEETING CHANGED. 

The meeting called at Pittsburg the 23d inst. 
for the state organization of West Virginia has, 
on account of the Southeastern Tariff Associa- 
tion meeting on the 24th at Old Point Comfort, 
been changed to Friday, May 19th. 


OHIO NOTES. 
W. F. Kniffin expects to enter the insurance 
business at La Rue, O. 
Henry O’Kane takes the agency of the North- 
western National at Columbus. 
Chas. C. Baumhart succeeds A. D. Baumhart 
as agent of the Aetna at Vermillion, O. 


W. A. Scott, Jr., of Swanton, O., has taken a 
The firm is Scott & Trumbull. 


1] 





George T. Brown, special agent of the Cal 
edonian, is quite sick at his home in Dayton 

Walter J. Wildman has succeeded L. H. Wild- 
man, deceased, asagent of the Aetna at Cedar- 
ville, O. 

The Pelican Fire of New York and the Fidel- 
ity Fire of Baltimore have been admitted to 
Michigan. 

The total losses in Columbus by fire for the 
month of April were $445 on buil dings and $377 
on contents. 


at Columbus has 
Lauterbach & Ejilber to 


The agency of the Pacific 
been transferred from 
J. M. & F. A. Bright. 


A suit has been filed to finally dissolve the old 
Fidelity Fire of Cincinnati, which went out of 
business a few years ago. 


E. A. Biery and Wm. Wilkins, under the firm 
name of Biery & Wilkins, have entered the in- 
surance business at Warren, O. 


J. S. Elliott, the prominent insurance agent of 
FR a rs d, was recently re-elected president of 
the board of public affairs of that city. 


Harry J. Rock is a new recruit in the ranks of 
Dayton insurance agents. He represents the 
Traders of Chicago and the Bankers Life of Iowa. 


D. W. Manchester, of Cleveland, has sold his 
fire agency to Fred W. Throssell, who will here- 
after be associated with A. W. & E. E. Neale 
& Co. 

Fred W. Burkley has secured the sole agency 
of the Firemans Fund at Columbus. He has 
heretofore represented the German Alliance 
alone. 


W. H. Beecher becomes agent at Norwood, 
O., of Goodwin, Hall & Henshaw’s companies, 
the Citizens, of New York; Union Assurance 
and Victoria. 


Thomas Flack, of Bellefontaine, O., has re- 
signed a guardship in the Ohio Penitentiary to 
accept a position in the insurance office of Corry, 
Arnold & Thomas. 


The committee which has been preparing the 
new rules for the Cleveland board is expected to 
report within a few days, when the board will 
be entirely reorganized. 


Thomas E. Dye has bought out the interest of 
Mrs. Blake in the firm of Blake & Dye of Ur- 
bana. Mrs. Blake will take a vacation and then 
become an assistant in the office. 


A case was on trial in Medina County, Obio, 
last week involving about $60,000 back taxes, 
alleged by a tax inquisitor to be due from the 
the Ohio Farmers Insurance Company. 


Geo. W. Neare, Gibbs & Co., of Cincinnati, 
have taken a marine agency of the London 
Assurance. The name of the firm was changed 
February Ist from Geo, W. Neare & Co. 


Wm. W. Walker, of Wilmington, Ohio, agent 
for the Aetna, National, Phoenix, and other 
companies has filed a petition in bankrupcy. 
His assets are nothing and liabilities $5,838. 


It is understood that X. X. Crum has with- 
drawn from the firm of Geo. H. Olmstead & Co.., 
Cleveland, and re-established the old agency of 
X. X. Crum & Co., taking with him the agency 
of the Michigan Fire and Marine. 


Fred. Rauh & Co., the Cincinnati Third 
street agents, will shortly remove from their old 
quarters on the ground floor to rooms in the 
United Bank Building. The Royal and the 
Local Board are also in this building. 


The sub-committee of two, having in charge 
the report presented at the last meeting 
of the Cleveland Board, consists of T. H. Geer 
and A. W. Parsons. It is believed that the re- 
organization of the board is about completed. 


The Toledo Pee says, ‘‘L. J. Seek & Co. have 
brought suit against the Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company of Chicago to recover $1,000 on one 
policy and $800 on another taken out by the 
plaintiff to insure against loss by fire on the ice 
houses and other buildings on Broadway near 
the Wabash crossing.’’ 
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E INSURANGE NEWS. 
HENRY B. HYDE DEAD. 

The central figure of the century in American 
life insurance is gone. The strong man who 
overcame every obstacle found at last one 
stronger than he. Henry B. Hyde, president 
of the Equitable Life, died at his home in New 
York on May 2nd. The immediate cause of his 
death was heart disease, although he had been 
in poor health for a year. He was born in 
Catskill, N. Y., February 15, 1834. He was of 
an old New England family. By inheritance 
he got many of the traits that made him so suc- 
cessful. By inheritance too and early associa- 
tion he became a life underwriter, for his father 
was one of the foremost of his time. 

In 1859 Mr. Hyde founded the Equitable. 
He was but 25 then, a tall, strong young man, 
full of energy and determination and thor- 
oughly acquainted with life insurance through 
his connection with the Mutual and through 
hard study. From then until his health failed, 
Henry B. Hyde was the Equitable. There were 
others of course. No company numbers among 
its directors more prominent men than the 
Equitable; none has better subordinate officers; 
but Mr. Hyde was the head of all. He would 
not have second rate men about him. Nothing 
but the best satisfied him. John A. McCall was 


one of the men he secured for the Equitable. | 


He was a genius, but his genius consisted mostly 
in ability to get quickly at the meat of a matter, 
to concentrate his thoughts and to work at a 
pace that would have killed most men. His 


whole energy was given to the Equitable. He | 


was little known in any other relation. That 
probably helps to explain the phenomenal 
growth of the society. Had Mr. Hyde diffused 
his energy more, the Equitable’s progress would 
have been the less rapid. He has gone, but he 
has left to others the example of what a man 
can do. Centuries will likely pass before an- 
other monument like his will be reared. Other 
companies may outgrow it, but no other com- 
pany is likely to reach its magnitude with the 
impress of one man’s individuality so indelibly 
stamped upon it. 

Jas. W. Alexander. first vice-president of the 
Equitable, has succeeded Mr. Hyde as presi- 
dent; James H. Hyde, only son of the great 
president, becomes first vice-president; and Gage 
E. Tarbell, third vice-president, becomes second 
vice-president. 


++ + 
EQUITABLE IN OHIO. 

There are persistent rumors that some new 
arrangements are brewing for the Equitable in 
Ohio. Vice-President Tarbell has recently been 
in the state, and has. it is said, approached a 
number of prominent men now with other com- 
panies. The Columbus general agency of the 
Equitable is at present open, no successor hay- 
ing been appointed to E. O. Mosier. The Equit- 
able’s business in Ohio last year was not at all 
satisfactory. It only wrote $2,730,000, while it 
terminated $3,065,000. It is said the company will 
adopt one of three plans for placing the state on 
a satisfactory basis. One is said to be to go 
back to the old system and appoint a manager 
for the entire state. One of the prominent 
managers of the Society has been mentioned as 
likely to take this position. The name of R. P. 
Woods, Ohio manager of the Manhattan, has 
also been connected with the position. An- 
other plan for booming the state is the appoint- 
ment of a salaried superintendent of agencies. 
There is little doubt that some change will be 
made. 

oe ++ 


NORTHWESTERN MUTUAL LIFE. 
There has been considerable talk in Chicago 


in the past couple of weeks over the possibility | 


of the Northwestern Mutual Life’s moving there 
from Milwaukee. A bill has passed the Wis- 
consin legislature which will have the effect of 
increasing the taxes of the Northwestern by 
several hundred thousand dollars a year. It is 
now believed, however, that there will be a 
legal fight ultimately reaching the Supreme 
Court, and that the company will not find it 
necessary to leave Milwaukee. 

++ J 

CINCINNATI LIFE RETURNS. 

The following are the returns for taxation of 
gross premiums collected by life insurance com- 
panies in Hamilton County in 1898, so far as 
reported. The returns for 1897 are given for 
comparison. 





180s. 1837 

Aetna ue . $ 77,350 $ 74,430 
American Union...... : 821 1,242 
|” Bee ae 21,391 22,085 
tl SE ae 477 318 
Conn. Mutual .......... . 127,434 135,442 
Equitable, N. Y 252,628 237 ,662 
I a cD tne sie so wiato 48,299 48,046 
BES eee eer 63,796 54,673 
John Hancock ..... bee 23,037 18,682 
Kansas Mutual ...... ; 530 352 
Manhattan......... (gross) 6,742 (net) 6,634 
Mass. Mutual. 31,834 33,718 
Metropolitan ............ 639,495 630,866 
Michigan Mutual . 15,424 16,580 
Mutual Benefit . 251,217 245,124 
Mutual, Ky. - ; 6,807 1,485 
Mutual, N. Y 347,006 371,457 
National eka a hip 30,480 32,024 
New England Mutual . $1,726 27,832 
New York.... 278,436 229,980 
N. W. Mutual 355,950 337,697 
Penn Mutual 116,301 115,110 
Phoenix Mutual 49,071 47 955 
Provident L. & T. 111,610 110,911 
Prov. Savings. .. 83,840 50,430 
Prudential. . 5 S-« Bae 2S 183,543 
Security T.& L........... 4220 : ; 
State Mutual : 40,128 36,266 
Travelers 22,417 22,527 
Ueeom Memteel.....:...... 8,085 7,206 
United States.... 14,452 14,867 
Washington . vetared sane 16,620 
Security Mutual ir 1,323 


EQUITABLE AGENTS’ CONTEST. 

The Equitable Life is making strenuous efforts 
to accomplish big results in new business before 
July Ist. The fortieth anniversary of the Soci- 
ety comes on July 22, and it is proposed to have 
a three-days’ pow-wow in New York in celebra- 
tion of the event, in which agents from all over 
the country will participate. Each general 
agency will have a contest, and the agent writ- 
ing the largest amount of business, and also the 
one writing the largest number of applications, 
will attend the ceremonies. In the competition 
nothing under $75,000 insurance and 35 appli- 
cations will count. The contest is from April 
15th to July Ist. It is expected that the Society 
will also be able to celebrate its acquisition of 
one billion life insurance in force. 

++ + 
OHIO STIPULATED PREMIUM COMPANIES. 

The time draws near when the Ohio stipulated 
premium companies will have to make their 
first deposit of $5,000, as a number of them will 
then have been in business one year. Under 
this law four companies were incorporated—the 
American Life and Accident and Bankers’ Re- 
serve Fund Life, of Cincinnati; the Cleveland 
Life, of Cleveland, and the Toledo Life, of To- 
ledo. The Cincinnati Life Association reincor- 
porated, having been an assessment association 
before, and the Fraternal Benefit Association, of 
Toledo, assessment, reincorporated as the North- 
ern Central Life Company. The American Life 
and Accident never got beyond the organization 
stage. The Cleveland Life, as was pointed out 
in this paper at the time, was built on the ruins 





——.. 
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of the People’s Mutual Benefit Association, [ft 
| has continued to do business as an industria] 
company and claims to be doing fairly well. 
Whether it will put up its deposit remains to be 
seen. It is hinted in certain quarters that it 
will require a great effort to do so, and that the 
effort may not prove successful. Considering 
its origin, nothing very great need be expected 
from this concern. The Cincinnati Life Asso. 
ciation has used much of its energy in transfer- 
ring members from the assessment to the stipu- 
| lated premium plan, and has been very success. 
ful in doing so. Secretary Gray says that not 
| one lapse occurred in transferring the first half 
of the membership, and that he does not antici- 
| pate a loss of twenty-five members in the entire 
transfer. He says the association has been pre- 
pared from the start to put up the deposit when 
the required time arrives. The Toledo Life has 
| not had a very smooth road to travel and has 
not been much heard from. Some interest at- 
| taches to the question whether it will put up its 
deposit. The Northern Central Life will make 
its deposit without trouble, and the Bankers’ 
Reserve Fund Life will also deposit at the 
| proper time. Looking back over the year and 
a little more since the stipulated premium law 
| went into effect, the results are not particularly 
| satisfactory. ; 


++ ++ 


EQUITABLE LIFE IN WEST VIRGINIA. 

On the 25th ult., Second Vice-President Gage 
E. Tarbell and H. H. Knowles, southern man- 
ager of the Equitable Life, were entertained by 
Manager for West Virginia Thos. B. Sweeney 
| with a luncheon and supper at the Windsor 
Hotel in Wheeling. 

Manager Sweeney invited his agents through- 
| out the state; about thirty were present and all 

seemed to enjoy the occasion and especially the 

talk given by Mr. Tarbell, who made a rattling 
good speech on the ‘‘Modern Life Insurance 

Agent.’’ Mr. Sweeney also made a neat address 

in introducing Mr. Tarbell, and asked his agents 

to make a special effort for a record-breaker by 

July Ist, to which a number responded with 

pledges fer a handsome business. Edward A. 
| Woods, manager for Western Pennsylvania, with 

headquarters at Pittsburg, was also a guest, and 

his talk, as well as that of Mr. Knowles, was 
much appreciated. 


++ ++ 
GREEF VS. EQUITABLE LIFE. 

The case of Emil Greef against the Equitable 
Life has attracted a good deal of attention, per- 
haps more than it was entitled to. Greef was 
the holder of a 15-year endowment policy, which 
matured in 1897. According to the society’s 

| statement it was an annual dividend policy. At 
its maturity he received the principal, $20,000, 
and $3,932 in dividends. He was not satisfied 
with this settlement, but claimed he was en- 
| titled to $7,087 additional dividends as his equit- 
able share of the surplus of $43,000,000. Suit 
| was brought by him in the Supreme Court of 
New York City. Last year the society de- 
murred that he could not sue in his own name, 
| but must sue through the attorney general, and 
that his complaint did not set forth facts suf- 
ficient to constitute a cause of action. This de- 
murrer was sustained. An appeal was then 
| taken to the appellate division of the court, and 
| a few days ago it reversed the decision of the 
| lower court, by concurrence of three justices, 
the chief justice dissenting and one not taking 
part. An appeal will be taken from this deci- 
sion and, even if it should be sustained, the 
cause will still have to be tried, so no division 
of the Equitable’s surplus need be looked for 
yet. The opinion points out that the society is 
a mutual one and that the surplus, as the society 
also holds, belongs exclusively to the policy- 
holders, and that the policy provides that dis 
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tribution of the surplus ‘‘according to such 
principles and methods as may from time to 
time be adopted by this society for such distri- 
bution.’ The case then hinges on the mean- 
ing of this expression. The court says that it is 
not within reason to suppose that Greef, who 

id his premiums ‘‘with the inducement held 
out to him that he was to participate in the dis- 
tribution of the surplus of the society, had any 
other idea that he was to participate in the dis- 





tribution of all of the surplus declared by the 
defendant, and the waiver, or ratification, which | 
the defendant has inserted in its policies cannot | 
be understood to go the question of determining | 
what portion of the surplus the society will dis- | 
tribute, but to the principles and methods of | 
distributing the surplus when it has been deter- 
mined."’ 

“That the society has a large discretion in 
determining the amount of the surplus; that it 
may largely increase its reserve fund for the | 
security of its policy-holders, or that it may | 
deduct much more than at present to cover con- | 
tingent liabilities is not disputed. The com- | 
pany may take all steps which are demanded by | 
a wise and prudent management to insure the } 
prompt payment of losses and to successfully | 
carry on the business; but when it has once de- | 
termined what the surplus is, it must, under its | 
contract with the plaintiff, make an equitable 
distribution, not of a portion of the fund, but 
of all of it. That is the essence of a mutual in- 
surance contract; the policy-holders are to get 
their insurance upon the basis of what it actu- | 
ally cos's, reasonable allowance being made for 
the use of the capital and talent employed in 
the transaction of the business.”’ 

It would appear then, that a life insurance | 
company may so manipulate its finances as to 
leave a small surplus, but all of whatever surplus | 
there is must be divided. For practical pur- 
poses this decision is important, more than for 
aught else, as giving judicial sanction to the 
opinion held by many that tontine surplus 
should be charged as a liability. Had the pol- 
icy in question been a tontine policy, this prin- 
ciple would have been brought out more clearly. 

++ ++ 
DECAY OF ASSESSMENTISM. 

A good indication that assessment life insur- 
ance is practically in its last stages, is shown in 
the half dozen insurance papers which have 
heretofore had for their object the derogation of 
the legal reserve, old line system and the com- | 
panies operating it, and the upbuilding of any- | 
thing assessment. These papers, realizing that 
if they cannot soon flop over in some way to the | 
old line system there will be no reason for their | 
continued publication, are for the most part de- 
voting their space at present to an indirect laud- 
ing of the old liners, whenever it can be done | 
without being made too apparent, and to direct | 
criticism of the less stable and constantly-decreas- | 
ing assessment fraternity. Such papers as the | 
Guardian of Boston, /nsurance Counsellor of | 
New York, Mutual Underwriter of Rochester, 
Thrift of New York, National Underwriter of 
Baltimore and several others, which have advo- 
cated assessment insurance so long as it paid 
them to do so, and which now, it is understood, 
propose to attach themselves to the very system 
which it has been their object in life to attack, 
will probably not receive much consideration 
from regular life insurance men. It is felt that 
these papers should die with the system for 
whose advancement solely they were started and 
Organized. If they persisted in living they 
would be so handicapped that they would have 
little chance. 





++ ++ 

MANAGER MARFIELD ON PRESIDENT HYDE. 

CINCINNATI, May 9.—Editor of THE WESTERN 
UNDERWRITER: Henry Baldwin Hyde, Presi- 
dent of the Equitable Life Assurance Society, 
died at his residence in New York City on the | 
2nd instant. He was a man of the strongest | 


individuality and indelibly stamped his person- 
ality upon every enterprise with which he was 
connected. Mr. Hyde was pre-eminenily a 
creator and builder and leaves to himself an 
enduring monument to his ability and greatness 
in the splendid Equitable Society, with assets 
of two hundred and fifty-eight millions and sur- 
plus in excess of fifty-seven millions. 

It is doubtful if any man in the history of 
America, working in the field of finance, has 
accomplished more in a life time than Henry B. 
Hyde. He began his assurance career as a very 
young man as a clerk in the office of the Mutual 
Life of New York. His devotion to business 
soon met with recognition, and before he was 
twenty-five years of age, he was given the re- 
sponsible position of cashier of that company, 
which at that time was the largest doing busi- 
ness in this country. He was a close student of 


the science of life assurance and it was not long | 


before his brain was teeming with plans and 
methods which in his opinion would improve 
the business of the company for which he was 
then working. He laid these plans before his 
superior officers in the Mutual Life but his sug- 
gestions, coming from such a young man, were 
not taken in good part and the friction that 
was engendered resulted in his resignation from 
the Mutual. 

The young man, however, possessed those 
attributes of decision and self-confidence which 
win success, and he instantly decided to or- 
ganize a life insurance company which would 
transact business on the plans he had evolved. 
At this time his father was the New Eng- 
land manager for the Mutual Life and with 
his assistance and that of a number of loyal 
friends, young Hyde, not then twenty-six years 
of age, organized the present Equitable Life As- 
surance Society. That was in 1859, and his 
history during the past forty years has been that 
of the Equitable Society. Splendidly endowed 
in mind and body, the young man bent all his 
energies to the beneficent work which he had 
undertaken, and modestly keeping himself in 
the back ground, began slowly and surely to 
build the broad foundations on which were 
erected the Equitable Society. It was hard and 
slow work at the start but he possessed to an 
eminent degree the indomitable will and genius 
for hard work which recognized obstacles only 
to surmount them, and each succeeding year in 
the life of the new Society saw fresh victories 
won and substantial gains made in the amount 
of assets and the surplus account. 

The infant developed into a lusty yougth will- 


ing to meet all comers in the field of competi- | 


tion, and one by one, competitors began to fall 
behind, and in a comparatively short time the 
Equitable was blazing the way in the matter of 
reforms and improvements in the business. Life 
assurance men know well what these reforms 
were and it is not necessary to mention them in 
detail here. 


It was Henry B. Hyde who brought about the 


prompt payment of death claims and the incon- 
testability of contracts, and on these accounts 
alone every field man as well as the widows 
and orphans of thousands of policy-holders owe 
him a debt of gratitude. 

Mr. Hyde, while he was an indefatigable 
worker and knew intimately all the details of 
the tremendous business transacted by the Equi- 
table Society, had the faculty of drawing to him 
men of the highest ability and he at all times 
received the aid of a corps of trained assistants 
whose attainments were of the best. These 
men worked along with him for years and are 
now fully equipped to take up the work where 
the Master Builder laid it down. 

Realizing his failing strength, Mr. Hyde a 
number of months ago turned over his mantle 
to Mr. James W. Alexander, Vice-president of 


the Equitable Society, and on Wednesday of 
this week, Mr. Alexander was elected to the 
Presidency of the Society and it is confidently 
expected that he will prove a worthy successor 
to the greatest insurance man who ever lived— 
Henry B. Hyde. ELLIOTT MARFIELD. 


Some of the Conclusions of Commissioner 
Campbell of Michigan, Who Has 
Investigated Them. 

Commissioner of Insurance Campbell has been 
investigating the fraternal life insurance orders 
and has brought forth some interesting particu- 
lars. He has done this with a view to regulat- 
ing them hereafter, and he proposes to intro- 
duce a bill which will enable the department to 
keep a close watch, particularly on those which 
need watching badly, He says there is practi- 
cally no security now for the membership of 
these great organizations doing business in the 
state, that promoters and incorporators have se- 
cured the enactment of just such laws as have 
been for the protection of themselves rather 
than the membership of the companies, and that 
the officers and promoters of these organizations 
are now practically a law unto themselves. 

In many of the fraternal organizations they 
have a system of electing officers, and their 
charters permit the same, by which the mem- 
bers could not secure a change in the manage- 
ment until the organization shall have a hun- 
dred thousand members or more; for example, 
one organization provides that every director 
and officer of the company, about twenty in 
number, shall be allowed to vote for his own re- 
election, and that only delegates representing 
ten thousand members or more each can be 
permitted to join in such election. It will thus 
be seen that the company would require about 
two hundred thousand members before there 
would be enough delegates to change the 
officers. 

RESERVE PROVISIONS NEEDED. 

There is now no law providing that the mort- 
uary and reserve funds shall be held sacred to 
the purposes for which they have been collected; 
Mr. Campbell finds that the companies agree 
with their policy-holders that certain portions 
of their premiums shall be used for mortuary 
purposes and a reserve fund, and the balance 
for expenses. In practice, however, with large 
numbers of these companies the officers and 
promoters will use up these mortuary and re- 
serve funds for expenses by a system of borrow- 
ing, vote themselves large salaries, pass claims 
through the books for unknown expenses and 
by these means use almost every dollar of the 
reserve fund, and when the company fails or 
these conditions are ascertained, there is no way 
or law by which the guilty ones can be punished. 
The law does not provide for any examination 
whatever of fraternal companies. Large num- 
bers of these companies are being organized 
solely and only for the purpose of giving soft 
jobs toa lot of shrewd men who are seeking to 
live without work. The fraternal and codpera- 
tive companies can now make reports to the 
Commissioner of Insurance and to their organi- 
zations filled with the basest falsehood; and 
the laws do not provide any penalty for the 
same. Many organizations have been examined 
and their annual reports to the department and 
to their members found to be false. 

CAMPBELL’S BILL. 

The bill prepared by the commissioner pro- 
vides for a minimum schedule of rates recom- 
mended by the committee and reported to the 
last National Fraternal Congress. Moneys col- 
lected on such schedule of rates must be used 
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solely for mortality purposes, and any expenses 
must be collected from additional assessments 
or premiums. This mortality and reserve fund 
shall be held sacred for the payment of death 
losses alone, and the use of it for any other pur- 
pose is made a criminal offense. The bill has 
been prepared affording the applicants for in- 
surance a medium rate between low rate assess- 
ment companies and old line legal reserve com- 
panies. Commissioner Campbell believes there 
is a line between the rates charged by old line 
insurance companies and the postmortem assess- 
ment companies that will afford insurance more 
nearly at cost. The experience of the last 
year with low rate assessment companies and 
the inevitable fate that awaits scores of others 
in the near future, affords such a warning that 
proper laws should be at once enacted prevent- 
ing the incorporation of companies of like 
character. 

More than fifty companies have applied for 
admission to Michigan during the last year 
solely and only for the benefit of promoters, 
and they give no promise of a life extending 
beyond a few years at most, and they have been 
prevented from coming in only by main force 


| J 


and not because there were any laws upon the | 
statute books preventing. They do not have | ; a J 
| cover under the $1,000 policy of his late wife. 


sufficient means or courage to apply to the 
courts for a license. 

The great wrong is not that persons do not 
get value received during the time that they are 
insured, but there are hundreds of thousands of 
persons insured in such companies who believe 
they have insurance which will last them 
through life, when in fact it is but a temporary 
indemnity and unless the companies change 
their methods of doing business will find 
themselves without insurance in the course of a 
few years. 


If they are fortunate enough to be within the | 


proper age and in good health they will have 

lost nothing, but if they have been carried be- 

yond the age at which they can insure or have 

become impaired in health, they will be with- 

out indemnity. In this fact alone lies the great 
wrong in this class of insurance. 
LIFE NOTES. 

A. B. Maurer has been appointed agent of the 


Home Life for Darke County, Ohio. His head- 
quarters are at Greenville. 


. H._Davies, of Chattanooga, recently with the 
Equitable Life, is now representing the Provi- 
dent Savings in that city. 


Mr. T. G. Witherspoon has gone with the 
Provident Savings Life, having signed a con- 
tract with Boswell, Buckley & Co., of the cen- 
tral department at Cincinnati. Mr. Witherspoon 
was recently manager of agents for the Fidelity 
Mutual for Ohio, and is an experienced, first- 
class life insurance man. 


Paul Feinknopf, Ohio general agent of the 
Germania Life, is enlarging his agency force 
and organizing every section of the state. He 
has appointed Jos. Kronman at Dayton, Frank 
Mooney at Portsmouth, Carl Conrad and J. H. 
Meyer at Cleveland, August Lieber at Bellevue, 
J. R Mell at Akron and C. F. Koschland at To- 
ledo. 


W. A. R. Bruehl & Co., Ohio and Indiana 
managers of the Home Life of New York, have 
secured a good man in appointing Benjamin 
Gerwick general agent at Toledo, succeeding 
Herman Kirschner. Mr. Gerwick has been con- 
nected with the Pennsylvania railroad and was 
deputy United States Collector and Examiner 
at ‘Key West, Fla. The Home’s Toledo offices 
continue in the Gardner building. 


Benjamin Willoh, of Toledo, has brought suit 
against the Cincinnati Life Association to re- 


She was insured in 1897, and, as he claims, died 
in the Infirmary hospital in December, 1898. 
The association will contest the claim on the 


| ground of concealment and misrepresentation 





The Fidelity Mutual Life has opened a gen- 


eral agency office at Zanesville, and C. S. 
Magruder, formerly with the company at Colum- 
bus, is in charge, 


Mr. T. F. Bayliss, formerly executive special 
of the New York Life, is now connected with 
the Provident Savings in the central department 
at Cincinnati under a similar contract. 


H. H. Stevens, an examiner from the Mich’ 
gan insurance department, has gone to Omaiia 
to examine the Woodmen’s Circle of that city, 
previous to its admission to do business in 
Michigan. 


The Metropolitan Life is to establish a sub- 
standard department. It will not doa general 
business, but will be for the benefit of applicants 
for insurance in the Metropolitan who fail to be 
accepted as standard risks. 


The legislature of Michigan has passed a bill, 
which will doubtless be approved, extending the 
provisions of the old retaliatory law to cover all 
classes of insurance associations and companies, 
including fraternal life orders. 


The Home Life is preparing a new policy 
which is expected by the agents, from indica- 
tions received from the nome office, to be better 
than anything that the company has put out 
heretofore. The policy will be out May 15th. 


Mr. E. L. Stevenson is now with the Provi- 
dent Savings in Cincinnati, having severed his 


in the application. Manager Gray says it will 
prove that she died of a pulmonary complaint, 
and that relatives of hers had died of similar 
complaints although in the application she 
claimed they died of something else. 
OHIO FIRE NOTES. 

E. H. Coe, of Dayton, has been appointed 
special agent for southern Ohio of the Manhat- 
tan Fire Insurance Company, of New York. He 


will continue his local business as heretofore. | 


The report that both the Springfield and 
German-American have pulled out of Tom V. 
Lyons’ agency at Miamisburg, Ohio, is declared 
by Mr. Lyons’ to be incorrect. Only the Spring- 
field has pulled out. 


Major Worthington Kautzman, of 
fontaine, who gave up his insurance business to 
engage in the Spanish-American war, has re- 
turned and opened an office at Bellefontaine, 
8 Lawrence Block. 


The Carnahans of Findlay have won the fifth 


of their suits, this against the Pennsylvania. | 


The company set up the claim that W. R. 


Carnahan set fire to the store, on which $75,000 | 


insurance was carried. 


Wm. Sowards, to whose territory as special | 


agent of the Norwich Union Sonthern Ohio has 


| recently been added, will shortly come to Cin- 


connection with the Pacific Mutual, and Mr. | 


cinnatitolive. He has been covering Kentucky 
and Tennessee from Lexington. 


John Martin, son-in-law of E. D. Morgan, 
takes charge of the Mechanicsburg agency of 
E. D. Morgan & Son. The agency was former- 
ly conducted by S. Paul Morgan, whose sad 
death by drowing occurred a short time ago. 


The Lincoln Fire, which failed last year and 
in which many Ohio people were interested 
through the Squire, Hahn & App Co., has de- 
clared through its receiver a 50 per cent divi- 
dend to creditors. A large part of the claims 
against the company were bought up by the L. 
D. Garret Company, a New York collection 
agency, for a song. 


On May Ist Superintendent Matthews issued a 
circular announcing that hereafter revenue 
stamps will not be required to be placed on 


instruments issued by his department and for | 


which taxes are levied. This is said to be in 
contravention of an order from the United States 
revenue department, but is in keeping with the 
action of other states. 


The Pelican Assurance Company of New 





TER. 





York, the American annex of the Phoenix of 
London, has been licensed by the Ohio ‘epart- 
ment. The financial condition on April 20. 1899, 
was as follows: Assets, $299,918.09; liabilities, 
$1,000; net assets, $298,918.09; paid capital 
$200,090; surplus, $98,918.09. John D. Artz, of 
Dayton, is the first agent appointed. 


James Wyper, special agent for Hall & Hen- 
shaw, of New York, has become agency man- 
ager for Goodwin, Hall & Henshaw at Chicago, 
He formerly handled the large cities of the 
West, in Ohio for instance, Cincinnati, Cleve- 
land, Columbus and Toledo, from New York. 
Mr. William Gilmour, of New York, has suc- 
ceeded him with Hall & Henshaw. 


H. O. Phillips, special agent for the State of 
Pennsylvania, has appointed agents in Ohio as 
follows: Canton, Chas. S. Cock; Massillon, 
Aaron Rubright; Wooster, J. P. Van Nest: 
Xenia, B. Schlesinger; Sandusky, Jas. Flynn; 
Delaware, Buck & Davis; Marion, H. M. Ault: 
Bucyrus, J. B. Leonard; Cleveland, Phalen, 
Russell & Co.; Lima, John H. Phillips & Co.; 
Toledo, Pomeroy & Close; Warren, Clapp & 
Barnes. 


A very smooth individual calling himself an 
insurance solicitor has been swindling the pub- 
lic in Columbus to quite an extent the last few 
weeks. He evidently understands his business, 
judging from the number of complaints which 
the Columbus agents have been receiving, whose 
companies the swindler used. Such companies 
as the Hartford and others of equal prominence 
were used. His game is to invariably collect 
the premiums in advance and promise to deliver 
the policy, which he purports to put in a first- 
class company, the next day. His name is “‘J, 
W. Dillon.’’ It would be well for agents in 
other cities to keep a sharp lookout for this fel- 
low, as his whereabouts are now unknown. 


M. B. Evers, Jr., the well-known local agent of 
Van Wert, whose hopeless illness was mentioned 
in a recent issue, died May 4th. The funeral oc- 
curred Saturday. Mr. Evers had the leading 
agency of the county, that formerly known as 
the Cox & Lawrence agency. The agency will 
be sold and it is possible that it will be pur- 
chased by the old owner, W. C. Lawrence, 
whose term as Clerk of Courts soon expires. If 
Mr. Lawrence repurchases it, he will devote his 
entire time to the insurance business. 


Belle- | 


Sylvester Judd, late of Judd & Geldert, manag- 
ers for New York for the Prudential, has been 
made manager of the Manhattan Life for three 
states, with headquarters at Chicago, and W.N. 
Sattley, manager of the Manhattan at Chicago, 
has resigned and gone with Manager S. M. 
Pearman, of the Equitable, as assistant man- 
ager. His old cashier has been arrested for ir- 
regularities. Mr. Juddis a capable manager, 
races has made a record in the life insurance 

eld. 


Gebhart & Company’s lumber yard at Dayton 
burned April 30th. The yard is divided by 
Shaunee Street and the joint railroad track. It 
was the north division that suffered. Most of 
the policies covered equally on the two divis- 
ions, there being $14,750 insurance on the north 
division, divided as follows, the loss being total: 
North British, $1,250; National, Ct., $1,500; 
Home, $1,250; American, Mass., $1,000; Mer- 
cantile, $1,000 ; Columbia, $1,000: Royal Ex- 
change, $1,000; 4Etna, $1,000; Girard, $1,000; 
American, N. J., $750; German, Pa., $1,000; 
New Hampshire, $750; Mansfield Mutual, 
$1,250; Richland Mutual, $1,000. A_ flying 
brand set fire to the Third Street German 
Lutheran Church, which was almost totally de- 
stroyed. The church carried $13,300 insurance 
on the building and $7,000 on contents, divided 
equally between the Cooper and Teutonia of 
Dayton. The Cooper reinsured its policy down 
to $2,500, the Germania having $1,500, Teutonia 
of Allegheny $2,000, State of Illinois $1,(00, 
Union of Philadelphia $2,000, and Union of Buf- 
falo $1,000, The Teutonia reinsured $2,500 in 
the German of Wheeling, $2,500 in the Colum- 
bia and $2,500 in the Concordia. The loss on 


| the building will be total, though there may be 
$500 salvage on the contents. 
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ASSESSMENT ACCIDENT INSURANCE. 

Anent assessment accident associations, the 
indications point to the general discontinuance 
of this system, except where there is a fraternal 
element, almost as certainly as the downfall of 
assessment life insurance. There is nothing 
wrong in the theory, but the simple fact is that 
the plan does not work well. Only a few weeks 
ago the New England Mutual Accident an- 
nounced that it would become a stock company. 
The announcement was peculiar in that it did 
not say what the amount of stock would be. 
Indeed, it appeared studied in its indefiniteness. 
Now the North American Accident of Chicago 
announces that it will come in out of the wet. 
Under the laws of Illinois it could not be a 
stock company; but, largely through the efforts 
of its secretary, the recent legislature enacted a 
law providing for the incorporation of stock 
casualty companies. It will immediately take 
advantage of this and reincorporate with $100,000 
capital and $50,000 surplus. This will enable it 
to enter most of the states except Massachusetts 
and Iowa, which require $200,000 capital. With 
the exception of those associations having 
something of a fraternal element or a connec- 
tion with some Masonic order, this leaves but 
few assessment accident associations of promin- 
ence doing business in this section. 

POINTS ON HEALTH INSURANCE. 

The sudden jump into prominence of health 
insurance is one of the interesting matters of 
the present. A few years ago most of this bus- 
iness was conducted by fakes in connection with 
funeral expense benefits, etc. Then came such 
insurance as the Fidelity & Casualty and Pre- 
ferred Accident write, insuring against certain 
diseases not very numerous, for a small premi- 
um. The last development is the policies of 
the Continental Assurance, Pacific Mutual, A2tna 
and Travelers. The fact that the latter two 
companies pay only 10 per cent commissions 
makes it evident that they do not at present in- 
tend to push the business. The main health in- 
surance company at present is the Continental 
Company of Detroit. It makes health insurance 
the leading feature of its business. Its policies 
cover all diseases except insanity, chronic, con- 
tagious, epidemic and venereal and _ illness 
resulting from intoxication. The indemnity is 
limited to 26 weeks. But the clause in the Con- 
tinental contract which strikes many most 
favorably is the following: ‘The holder of this 
policy can, at his option, in lieu of weekly in- 
demnity in case of disability from either injury 
or illness, receive treatment, medicine and board 
ina private room in any of the hospitals pro- 
vided by the company, subject to the rules and 
regulations of any hospital he may enter.’’ 
This hospital system is a great thing. At the 
head is the company’s sanitarium at Detroit, an 
institution which cost $100,000 to build and 
equip. In addition to this there are hospitals 
with which the company has arrangements in 
Battle Creek, Big Rapids, Grand Rapids, Man- 
istee, Jackson, Saginaw, Cincinnati, Cleveland, 
Columbus, Chillicothe, Dayton, Hamilton, Lima, 
Sandusky, Springfield, Toledo, Wellston, Zanes- 
ville, Wheeling and a number of cities in Illi- 
nois, Indiana, Wisconsin, Minnesota and 
Kentucky. 

The Pacific Mutual Life writes a policy almost 
like the Continental’s. This company, by the 
way, is one of the pioneers in this business, 
having been among the first legitimate compa- 
nies that took it up. The Pacific does not appear 
to do so much with health business here as in 
California, One difference between the Pacific 





and Continental is that the former does not pay 
indemnity for less than a week’s illness. Man- 
ager Scott of the Continental recently said to 
THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER that in his 
opinion this was not good policy, as companics 
following that course were likely to be charged 
with a good many full weeks of indemnity, 
when in fact the illness lasted only four or five 
days, but the insured continued to take medicine 
two or three days longer so as to get ina claim. 
Health insurance is rapidly growing in favor, 
the Continental having done more business in 
March than in any previous month in its his- 
tory. During the first three months of the 
year that company paid out about $10,000 for 
indemnity in grip cases alone. There is no good 
reason why health should not be as much a sub- 
ject of insurance as immunity from accident. 
Even at present this business extends from the 
simple health tickets of some companies to the 
complete policies mentioned above and there is 
room for still greater development. 
++ ++ 
CAPITOL ACCIDENT GONE UP. 

The Capitol Accident Association of Columbus 
has been placed in the hands of a receiver on 
application of Ulysses E. Kiner, who claims the 
association owes him $140 which it can not pay. 
Leslie P. McCullough is receiver. The Capital 
started last summer, and in August this paper 
made the following prediction concerning it: 


A new accident concern on the assessment plan which 
has recently started at Columbus is the Capitol Accident 
Association It gives insurance cheaper than other 
companies, and is making quite a drive in some of the 
smaller towns of Ohio. Its promoters must be very 
optimistic if they hope to succeed in doing anything 
with the Capitol. There is almost no chance for a small 
assessment accident company, and particularly for one 
that is also new. There is little originality in the 
Capitol’s plans, its officers have had no experience in 
the accident business; and, so far as is known, there is 
no money behind it. The Capitol will doubtless have a 
little ‘‘ flash in the pan” time of it and then its light 
will go out as others of its kind have before it 


Ohio Casualty Appointments. 

Casualty companies have recently appointed 
the following agents in Ohio: 

Central Accident—R. Wise, Warren; G. J. 
Pollack, Dayton; D. & L. V. Uncapher, Marion; 
D. Getzman, Carrollton. 

Continental Ass.—C. R. Haigh and W. K. 
Pratt, Cleveland. 

National Surety—C. I. Stouffer, Columbus; 
D. O. Webster and E. M. Young, under the 
firm name of the Akron Ins. & Loan Co., Akron. 

N. J. Plate Glass—C. D. Pinkney, Dayton. 


The report that the American Surety would 
absorb the National Surety has been denied. 

The Maryland Casualty yesterday increased 
its capital to $750,000 and its net surplus to 
$600,000. 

Henry Crossley succeeds E. L. Shaw as as- 
sistant secretary of the Fidelity Casualty of 
New York. 

The Title Insurance & Loan Company has 
been organized at Columbus with a capital of 
$100,000. Charles E. Bedwell, the well-known 
local underwriter, is one of the incorporators. 


Atlanta Home Enters Ohio. 


The Atlanta Home Insurance Company, of 
Atlanta, Georgia, has applied for admission to 
Qhio and will be licensed upon the filing of a 
satisfactory financial statement and appoint- 
ment of one agent. Repeated efforts have been 
made to get the Atlanta Home to enter Ohio, as 
it is a large, strong company. Heretofgre they 
have not been successful, but influent have 
now been brought to bear with success. 

Simrall Loses the Aetna. 

The Aetna of Hartford has taken up its 
agency with A. G. Simrall & Co., of Covington, 
Ky., and placed its supplies with John Whit- 
ney & Co, 
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THE UNDERWRITERS’ 


HAND-BOOK 


OF OHIO. 








The Standard Reference Book for Ohio 
Insurance Men. 


PUBLISHED ANNUALLY IN SEPTEMBER, 


Covers the Statistics for EVERY COMPANY 
—large or small-—Life, Fire, or Casualty 
authorized to do business in Ohio. 


Agency Directory by cities and towns, arranged 
alphabetically; covering completely agents of all classes, 
and the company or companies represented by each. 
Over S00 towns represented, and with each is shown 


county in which located as well as population 


Directory of Companies Authorized in 
Obio, showing for each company its officers, financial 
statement, date of organization, and name and address 
of its general, state, or special agent in charge of Ohio 


agencies 


Statistics—Fire, Life, and Casualty—civing 
the Ohio premiums and losses of each company, year by 


year, for six years in comparative form 


Fire Protection of all cities and towns having 
waterworks. Descriptions compiled from reports made 
specially for this book and revised each year. The only 
complete list of waterworks towns in Ohio ever published 


Ohio Fire Insurance Field Men. Names, ad 


dresses, titles, and companies represented of all special 


agents traveling in Ohio; also state and general agents 


of life and casualty companies, et« 


Agency Premium Tax Returns, showing in 


connection with agency directory, the premium receipts 





for the previous year of each fire and casualty company 





in each agency, as reported by the agents to the various 
pL ASE 


county auditors for taxation, 


Life Companies’ Premiums in each County, 


Compiled from the companies’ tax returns to the county 


auditors. These figures show each county's business by 
itself, and the gross premiums of each company in the 
county for the previous year are given, in the order of 
the company collecting the most premiums first, ete 


This is the only compilation which has ever been made 


showing the life business of the State by counties 


The “STATE HAND-BooK System,” by which all the 
insurance information of value to the underwriters of 
each State is compiled in “ready reference”"’ form be 
tween two covers, is now recognized by insurance men 
generally asthe best of all, and in fact the only thor 
oughly satisfactory method. Every agent in Ohio should 


possess a copy of our 


Ohio Hand-Book 


PUBLISHED BY 


The Western Underwriter Co., 


CINCINNATI. 
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THE SAGINAW VALLEY’S REINSURANCE. 

The reinsurance of the Saginaw Valley in the 
Hartford created much surprise, as well as re- 
gret, in Michigan circles. The company was 
very popular among local and special agents 
and Secretary Sheridan stood high as a capable 
company official. All the Michigan companies 
have been ably conducted and have occupied 
relatively prominent positions with outside 
companies, which has not always been the case 
in other western states. The Saginaw was no 
exception to this, and doubtless if it had had a 
few more years time in which to build up its 
business and surplus and thus be better prepared 
to meet the present unprofitable period, it 
would never have considered reinsurance. As 
stated, the company was most popular, and 
every two years Secretary Sheridan on behalf 
of the company gave a banquet to the Michigan 
field men. Secretary Sheridan conducts a large 
local agency at Saginaw, to which he will here- 
after give his attention. He also has the 
general agency for Michigan for the United 
Firemens and it is undertood he will continue 
to be identified with the state at large in this 
way. It is understood the Hartford assumed 
the five years’ contract which the Saginaw had 
with S. W. Tripp as special agent at Chicago at 
$2,500 a year. 

The Hartford thus gets one round nearer to 
the height of President Chase’s ambition to 
secure an annual premium income of ten mil- 
lions a year. His first ambition was to write 
more annual premiums than any other com- 
pany, and when, on the accession of the busi- 
ness of the New York Underwriters he reached 
this goal, he set his mark still higher. The 
Hartford is understood to be open for the pur- 
chase of the business of any reputable company, 
and to be willing to pay prices which other 
companies have refused to consider. The com- 
pany is pursuing a policy which has probably 
never been followed by any other company and 
the insurance fraternity are watching it with a 
great deal of interest. Michigan's three remain- 
ing companies, the Michigan, Grand Rapids 
and Detroit, are model institutions and make 
money each year steadily. The Saginaw’s re- 
insurance will have no effect on them. 

++ ++ 
AMBERG'S STATEMENT. 

DETROIT, MICH., May 6.— EDITOR THE WEST- 
ERN UNDERWRITER:—Kindly permit me to 
correct you in reference to the item in your 
paper of April 27th, regarding myself, relating 
to complaint filed by Mr. E. A. Waterfall, which 
I declare to be manufactured of whole cloth. I 
wrote the risk referred to, in competition with 
non-club agents who were after the business, 
which entire line was on my books, the com- 
petitive rate being duly authorized by the 
Michigan Inspection Bureau. I made no men- 
tion of the firm of Bamlet & Miller, in reference 
to this matter. Furthermore, the executive 
committee (in which I took no part) dismissed 
the complaint, and the members of the club 
unanimously adopted their recommendation. 
Respectfully yours, LEE AMBERG. 

++ a 
THE BEMENT LINE AT LANSING. 

It seems to have been the prevailing opinion 
for some time among concerns carrying large 
lines of insurance, that the fire insurance com- 
panies have been makipg too much money out 
of them, and that they would dictate their own 
rates hereafter, using some inferior companies 
asaclub to beat down the rates of the better 
companies. They have frequently succeeded in 
this, as both companies and agents are loth to 


| lose their lines so long as the business could be | 





carried without a positive loss. But at last the 
worm has turned, and companies and agents are 
beginning to feel that they must assert them- 
selves, in view of the low rates prevailing, the 
heavy losses by the many serious fires, and the 
expense of keen competition. The better class 


| of companies feel that they have reached the 


limit and refuse longer to be dictated to, pre- 
ferring to go off the risks rather than carry them 
at less than cost. In this connection the E, 
Bement Sons risk of Lansing is a fair sample. 


| The rate has been steadily decreasing on their 


$200,000 line until it is now $1.26. Still they 
are demanding a $1.00 rate on all their renewals 
which the companies almost universally refuse 
to accept, and the agents endorse the action of 
the companies. The threat that they will have 


| their business written outside does not bear 
| much weight, and will not have the desired 


effect, as the underwriters have taken a deter- 
mined stand. 


++ ++ 


GONE OUT OF BUSINESS. 
Roswell Mott, who has conducted quite an 
extensive insurance business in Lansing for 
some time, has sold out to Blood & Van Auken, 


| who have taken over most of the companies, 


| chosen speaker pro tem. 


Mr. Mott signing a cast-iron contract not to 
engage in the business again for five years in 
Lansing. 
so ++ 
NEW INSURANCE AGENCY. 

Mr. George W. Partridge, who has been in 
the insurance business in Detroit for the last 
fifteen years, has now associated with him Ex- 
Judge Henry N. Brevoort, who has been Prose- 
cuting Attorney of Wayne County for four years 
and Circuit Judge for six years. Mr. Partridge 
was for a number of years private secretary for 
Senator Z. Chandler, and after Senator Chand- 
ler’s death he was with Newberry & McMillan 
in the same capacity until a short time previous 
to Mr. Newberry’s death. He has held several 
important and responsible positions both in 
Washington and in Detroit. In November, 
1894, he was elected a member of the Legisla- 
ture, and at the opening of the session was 
The large acquaint- 


| ance of both Messrs. Partridge and Brevoort, 


together with their prominent standing in the 
community, bespeaks for them a large and 
growing business, They will represent ten or 
a dozen first-class fire insurance companies, be- 
sides plate-glass, accident and kindred lines. 


++ +r 


TRADERS’ NEW MICHIGAN SPECIAL. 
Owing to the lamentable death of H. S. 


| Seage, of Lansing, Michigan special agent of 


| 


the Traders, the position has been vacant for a 
couple of months. David P. Barrett, who has 
been with the Traders home office for fifteen 
years, and for some time past has been Cook 
County special, has received the position, for 
which there were many applicants. At the 
Michigan Field Club meeting this month a suit- 
able memorial to the late Mr. Seage was adopted. 
++ + 
MICHIGAN AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 

Fire insurance agents have recently appointed 
the following agents in Michigan: 

American, N. J.—John S. Evans, Coldwater. 

American Central—George M. Fields, Dow- 
agiac. 

American, Pa.—Quartus Scotney, St. Johns. 

American, N. Y.—Wm. H. Faucett & Bro., 
Calumet; Henry Grinnell & Son, Grand Rapids. 

Capital—E. Van Tuyl & Co., Bay City; D. D. 


Freeman, Flint. 

Citizens, Mo.—Partridge & Brevoort, Detroit; 
Hiram Hopper, Howell. 

Com’! Union—Clark W. Hill, Brighton; Chas. 
A. Frisbee, Plymouth. 


The — 
“Michigan 
Hand=Book.” 


PUBLISHED BI-ENNIALLY. 


On January 1, 1898, THE WESTERN UNDER- 
WRITER Co. acquired control of the /nsur- 


ance Herald Hand-Book of Michigan, 


changing the name to the UNDERWRITERS’ 


HAND-BOOK OF MICHIGAN. 


THE BOOK CONTAINS: 


DIRECTORY OF COMPANIES AUTHORIZED IN MICHIGAN, 
showing for each company the officers, financial 
statement, date of organization, and name and ad- 
dress of general, state, or special agent in charge of 
Michigan agencies. 

STATISTICS—FIRE, LIFE, AND CASUALTY, giving the 

Michigan business of each company year by year for 


five years in comparative form. 


AGENCY DIRECTORY BY TOWNS, covering in complete 
alphabetical form all Fire Life, and Casualty insur- 
ance agents in Michigan and the companies they 
represent. Over 50) towns, and more complete than 

ever before. With each town is shown its population 


and county in which it is located. 





} 

| FIRE PROTECTION OF CITIES AND Towns HAVING 
WATERWORKS. Descriptions compiled from reports 

specially made for this book. 

addresses of all 


MICHIGAN FIELD MEN. Names and 


special agents traveling in Michigan, with com- 


panies represented. 


A COMPENDIUM OF INFORMATION for Michigan Insur 


ance Men. The Only Reliable and Complete Ref- 


erence Book. 


A NECESSITY! 


200 PAGES. ORDER NOW! 


Price, Bound in Cloth, $2.00. 


| THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER CO., 


CINCINNATI, OHIO, 
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Connecticut—E. P. Sherman, Bancroft; W. C. 
Pond, Climax; T. P. Steadman, Elsie; Bernie L. 
Kenyon, Freeport; Pettit & Oakes, Ithaca; W. 
0. Mason, Merrill; Jas. K. Wright, St. Louis. 

Continental— Mrs. Estelle Lemen, Alma; Sut- 
ton & Cook, Ridgeway. 

Delaware—Blom, Moulton & Le Veque, Me- 
nominee. 

Erie—John C. Dunston and Wm. C. Sheppard, 
Grand Rapids. 

Farmers Fire—D. S. Fackleton, Fenton. 

Glen's Falls—Myron B. Moore, Allegan; Bates 
& Schobert, Ironwood. 

Helvetia Swiss—John R. Miner, Ann Arbor; 
Dart & Emans, Lansing. 

Lancashire—Wm. C. Cadwallader, Saugatuck. 

L. & L. & G.—Edward L,. Dooling, St. Johns; 
Edward F. Freed, Yale. 

L. & L. & G., N. ¥.—W. O. Clift & Co., Bay 

ity. 

. Manchester—Geo. R. Simons, De Witt; Isaac 
Hewitt, Maple Rapids; John D. Strachan, Muir. 

Milwaukee Fire—Don C. Morrison, Benton 
Harbor. 

National, Ct.—S. A. Bailey, Benton Harbor; 
Edward L. Dooling, St. Johns 

Niagara—Henry I. Allen, Schoolcraft. 

North German—Hagen & Reed, Laurium; 
Dart & Dart, Petoskey. 

N. W. National— Gail H. Chapman, Lansing; 
George E. Shonk, Mendon. 


Phoenix, Eng.—Ebenezer V. White, Glad- 
stone. 
Queen —Jay J. Drake, St. Joseph. 


Security. Ct.—L. G. Blood, Lansing. 

Sun, La.—John D. Menish, Port Huron. 

Traders, N. Y —P. C. Shickell & Co., Grand 
Rapids. 

Transatlantic—Friedrich Harris Agency, Han- 
cock; Joseph E. Reau, Marquette. 

Union, Eng.—Pierson X Trimble, Manistee. 

Western Und.—F. N. Joslin, Adrian. 


TMCHIGAN NOTES. 


Victor P. Gaukler gets the agency of the 
Lumbermens, of Pennsylvania, at Detroit. 


T. H. Brevoort, of Detroit, brother of Judge 
Brevoort, has connected himself with Partridge 
& Brevoort in their new offices in the Campau 
Building. 


Harry O. Phillips, special of the State of 
Pennsylvania, has appointed F. G. Smith & Co. 
agents at Detroit. He has also appointed 
Hymers & Fredenburg at Pontiac. 


W. L. Althouse, special agent of the Man- 
chester and American, at Grand Rapids, will 
hereafter confine himself to Michigan, W. E. 
Golden, of Chicago, having been appointed 
state agent for the Wisconsin field. 


The local agency of Schulte, Kaiser & Co., of 
Detroit, has disolved, Mr. Schulte withdrawing 
from the firm, which will hereafter be known as 
Joseph Kaiser & Co. Mr. Schulte has embarked 
in the cold storage business in Detroit. 


The following towns have received new 
ratings by the Inspection Bureau, and tariffs of 
the same have been issued: Clyde, Kalkaska, 
Clifford, Davison, Fair Grove, Freeland, Grand 
Blanc, Athens, Tekonsha and Sherwood. 


Commissioner Campbell, of Michigan, has 
gone east to examine the Fidelity Fire of Balti- 
more and the Lumbermen’s of Philadelphia. 
He was accompan ed by Stanley L. Otis, one of 
the examiners from the department, who will 
assist him in the examinations. 


The Michigan Mutual Fire Insurance Com- 
pany, with headquarters at Lansing, and Insur- 
ance Commissioner Campbell have again locked 
horns. He ordered it to cease writing business 
about December 1, 1898, as it was in an insolvent 
condition. It did not see fit to obey the com- 
mand. Now he has filed petition in the Circuit 
Court asking that a receiver be appointed to 
wind the business up systematically. The 
petition asks that the receiver be allowed to 
continue the business in order to pay, as far as 
possible, all just claims against the company. 
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REDUCTION OF PRICES. 


We have made a Material Reduction in the Prices of Insurance Supplies 
handled by us, whereby they are now the Very Cheapest on the Market. 
THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER COIPIPANY is Sole Selling Agent for Ohio and 
Michigan of the «Insurance Herald’ Line of Supplies, the Most Complete and 


of the Highest Quality to be had anywhere. 


others. 


manufactures. 
EXPIRATION REGISTERS. 


DAILY CALENDAR, for ten years, designed for 
city agencies. Enables expirations to be referred 
to at a moment’s notice, fifty entries being allowed 
to a page. The Twelve Months are divided by manilla 
sheets, with leather margin‘! index tabs. Made of the 
best Ledger Linen stock and handsomely ruled. 

Bound in full Russia leather, spring back, ends and 

fronts. Form No. 104 contains 438 pages, one to 

each day in the year and the remainder divided be- 
tween the months to provide for contingencies, the 
first and second days of each month being given two 
pages each instead of one. Price, sheep sides $11.00 
Form No. 105 
of this register is the same as above, but with 232 


now $10.00) ; cloth $10.00 (now $9.10) 


pages, giving one page to each two days, or twenty- 
five lines for each days’ expirations, except the first 
two days of each month which have a page each 
Allowance is also made for an extra number of en- 
tries each month. 
$7.00 


Price, with sheep sides $3.00 (now 


; with cloth sides $7.00 (now $6.00). 


“INSURANCE HERALD”, for ten years, designed 

for medium sized agencies. These books are 
divided into twelve months by marginal tabs and 
there are extra pages allotted to the month of Decem- 
ber, so incase any month should become crowded, 
the expirations can be carried forward by reference 
to folios. There is a complete index in front of the 
book for indexing names of policy-holders, so that 
Made 
No. 101 bound tight back and 


advance expirations can be easily ascertained. 
of Ledger Linen stock. 
leather corners, rounded, No. 102 bound spring back, 
leather corners, rounded. Form No. 101 contains 
10) double pages accommodating 375 expirations to 
the month. Price, $3.50 (now $3.00). Form No. 102 
contains 150 double pages accommodating 565 expira- 


tions tothe month. Price, $5.00 (now $1.50). 


THE “SPECIAL”, Form 106, ruled for ten years, 

designed for small agencies and brokers. Ac- 
Made of 
Ledger Linen stock, handsomely and dutably bound 


commodates 250 expirations to the month. 


Self indexing by months, also contains alphabetical 


index in fron of book, enabling advance expirations, 


Compare our Price-List with 


We call attention to the following, showing the more important 


to be ascertained at a moment's notice. Price, $2.00 


now $1.75). Special price for six or more. 


POCKET EXPIRATION BOOKS, for solicitors 


and customers. Ruled for five years. Thumb 
index by months, Durable, flexible covers. Con- 
venient form, and invaluable to a solicitor. Single 


copies 2) cents; 50 copies $5.00; 100 copies $10.00 (now 


$9.00), with card printed on cover 


CUSTOMERS’ EXPIRATION BOOKS. All sizes, 


LOCAL AGENT'S 


COMPANY POLICY REGISTER, F 


FIELDMAN’S READY REFERENCE 


styles and prices. Form No. 110, 8'%x1i1 inches, 24 
double pages, heavy cloth covers, room for 60) en- 
tries. 12 copies $7.50 (now $6.00); 25 copies $12.50 (now 


$10.00). Including printing at head of pages. Form 
No. 111, manufacturer's form, ruled for eight items 
under property covered ; Form No. 112, merchants 
form, ruled for four items under property covered. 
Forms No. 111 and 112, 8%xfil4 inches, cloth or tag- 
board covers. Cloth covers, 12 double pages, $2.50 per 
doz.; 24 double pages, $3.50 (now $3.00) per doz. Tag- 
board covers, 12 double pages, $1.00 perdoz. Printing 


or embossing extra 


POLICY REGISTERS. 
POLICY REGISTER, Form 
108. Size of page 18x11% inches 


stock 


Best Ledger Linen 
Stubs of ample number and thickness provide 
for the excessive bulk of the policy forms when they 


are pasted in the book. Superior to all other books 


of the kind. Size No. 1. 250 double pages, $9.00; size 
No. 2, 3) double pages, $11.50 (now $10.50); size No. 3, 
0 double pages, $13.50 (mow $12.50 


orm No. 107. 


Particularly designed for companies to distribute 


among Agents. No stubs or spring backs. ) double 


pages $2.00; 100 double pages $3.00; 150 double pages 


$1.00. Special price for six or more. 


REC- 
ORD, of premiums and losses by agencies for five 
and seven years, Forms No. itfand 115. Form No. 
114, five years, made in three sizes, accommodating 


records of 100, 150 and 200 agencies, respectively. 


10) agencies $1.50; 150 agencies $2.10; 200 agencies 
$2.0. Form No. 115, for seven years, 10 agencies, 
$2.00. 


INSURANCE BLANKS. 


Dozen. 
Long-Form Proofs of Loss $0.60 
Short-Form Proofs of Loss 40 
Appraisal Blanks 40 
Lost Policy Receipts 
Cancellation Notices 
Diagram Paper 40 


100 250 500 1,000 
$3.25 $7.00 $11.50 $16.50 
2.00 4.00 6.75 9.00 
2. 00 4.00 6.75 9.00 
75 1.50 2.25 3.00 
75 1.50 2.25 8.00 
2.00 


We pay one-half of Transportation Charges on orders for more than $20.00. 


ADDRESS 


Send for samples of 
policy labels. 

Send for fall descrip- 
tive catalogue. 


THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER CO. 


tna Insurance Building, 


INSURANCE PUBLISHERS, 


CINCINNATI, O. 











18 THE W ESTERN UNDERWRITER. 








OHIO WATER-WORKS TOWNS. 


It has been the desire of the publishers of the 
Underwriters’ Hand Book of Ohio to make 
the fire protection department as complete as 
possible. Especially have we endeavored to get 
a full list of the towns in the state which have 
water-works. Despite our efforts in this direc- 
tion, however, we believe that there are still a 
few villages having water-works which were not | 
so credited in last year’s book. To remedy this | 
defect we ask the assistance of our Ohio readers. | 
All insurance men are aware that the presence | 
or absence of water-works is a matter of great | 

| 
| 





importance with companies. Some will not 
enter a town not so equipped. To agents and 
their patrons this matter is also important, as | 
rates depend so largely on the fire protection of 
towns. We give below the list of water-works 
towns in Ohio as we now have it, and we would 
ask that Ohio agents look it over and inform us | 
of any omissions of which they are aware. 
Letters to town officials are not always answered | 
and this accounts for most, if not all, of the 
omissions that occur. We would suggest, too, 
that this list may serve a valuable purpose to 
those agents who are endeavoring to work up a 
‘water-works’’ sentiment in their towns. An 
examination of it will show that many villages 
which by the last census had fewer than 1,000 
inhabitants have water-works, while some of 
3,000 have not. 
The following is the list: 


a wanted in all principal Cities and 
Towns in Ohio for the old ) 


Ganada Life Assurance Co. 


Before making contract for 1899 see what 
TAKE THE 


valuable territory and contracts we offer. 


Address 
APP & CARR, bd e e 


To 
MANAGERS FOR OHIO. CLEVELAND. WASHINGTON, NEW YORK, 
PHILADELPHIA, 


AND THE EAST, 


THE E Q U) ITA B L FE Lil F E | Magnificent Scenery, Observation Cars, 





and Finest Cuisine. 


ASSURANCE SOCIETY Stop en Route at one of Virginia’s Fa- 


OF THE UNITED STATES, | mous Resorts. 
120 BROADWAY * NEW YORK. FOR INFORMATION ADDRESS 
| H. W. FULLER, Cc. B. RYAN, 


Agents wanted who can produce business. 


H. M. ALLEN, Gem’l Agemt, 
N. E. Cor. Fourth and Elm Sts., CiNCINNATI, 0. 


GEN. PASS. AGT., OR ASST. GEN. PASS. aGr, 
WASHINGTON D. Cc. CINCINNATI, Oo. 








THE NATIONAL MASONIC 
PROVIDENT ASSOCIATION, 


Akron. 
Alliance. 
Ashland, 
Ashtabula, 
Athens. 
Attica 
Barberton. 
Bellaire. 
Bellefontaine. 
Bellevue 
Blanchester. 
Bluffton. 
Bowling Green, 
Bridgeport 
Bryan. 
Bucyrus, 
Cadiz. 
Caldwell, 
Cambridge. 
Canal Dover. 
Canton, 
Carey 
Carrollton. 
Carthage. 
Celina. 
Chagrin Falls 
Chicago 
Chillicothe. 
Cincinnati. 
Circleville 
Cleveland. 
Clyde 
Columbiana, 
Columbus. 
Conneaut 
Continental 
Corning 
Coshocton 
Crestline. 
Dalton 
Dayton. 
Defiance. 
Delaware. 
Delphos. 
Dennison 
East Liverpool. 
East Palestine. 
Eaton 
Elyria. 
Findlay. 
Fostoria. 
Franklin. 


Henry O’Kane has been appointed agent for 


Fremont. 
Galion. 
Gallipolis. 
Gibsonburg. 
Glendale. 
Glenville. 
Granville 
Greenfield. 
Greenville 
Greenwich, 
Hamilton 
Harrison. 
Hartwell. 
Hicksville 
Hillsboro. 
Ironton 
Kent. 
Kenton, 
Lancaster. 
Lebanon. 
Latonia. 
Lima 
Lisbon 
Lockland 
Logan 
London 
Lorain. 
Louisville 
Madisonville. 
Mansfield. 
Marietta 
Marion. 
Martin's Ferry 
Marysville. 
Massillon. 
Medina 
Middletown. 
Milan 
Milford Center. 
Millersberg. 
Minerva. 


Mingo Junction, 


Montpelier 
Mt. Gilead. 
Mt. Sterling 
Mt. Vernon. 
Napoleon 
Nelsonville 
Newark, 


New Philadelphia 


Niles 
North Amherst 


North Baltimore MANSFIELD, OHIO. 

Norwalk. . 

Norwood. | 4 * i 
ae Indemnity for Sickness and Accident. 
oe Provision for Age. 
Painesville 

Perrysville . =. 
Piqua. _ The only Company that has ever made a continuous Pullman Buffet Parlor Cars between Cincin- 
age gh A si success of the sick-benefit business. nati and Columbus. 

-0 : O. P. McCARTY 
ooeeeete. SOLICITORS WHO ARE MASONS WANTED. IcCARTY, ¢ 


Rei ading ; : ~ ba —- - a nusonit inl 


oe YOUR ACCIDENT POLICY “BIG FOUR” 
“THE SEA LEVEL ROUTE” 





Best Equipment and fastest line between 
| St. Louis, Louisville, and Cincinnati. 
| Through Pullman car service to New York, 
| Baltimore, Philadelphia, and Washington. 


Not Life Insurance. 


P. A., CINCINNATI, O. 


St. Bernard. 

Salem Allows indemnity only for injuries that totally disable you 
Salineville from performing any and every duty pertaining to your 
Sandusky occupation. The Preferred Accident Insurance Company 
Shelby. — of New York sells policies, at no greater cost, that 
Shreve benefits for both partial and total disability. Getan Jp 
Sidney to-Date Policy and be happy. Drop a line to NELSON 
Springfield J. EDWARDS, Manager tor Southern Ohio, 110 E. Third 
Steubenville Street, Cincinnati. Telephone 2652. 


Ly ffin The Preferred has paid over $2,000,000 to Claimants. 
oledo. 

Toronto. 

Troy - ts a = ee 


Uhrichsville 7 
DOUBLE DAILY SERVICE. 


ciiana | NEWYORKUNDERWRITERS AGENCY 
v=nm WAGNER SLEEPING CARS. 


Van Wert 
DININC CARS. 


Wadsworth 
Wapakoneta ESTABLISHED 1864. 


Warren Local Agents in all Prominent Localities In the 
Washington, C. H United States. 
Wauseon. . ones 

Hingt Office: 100 William Street, New York. 


Wellington 
A. & J. H. STODDART, General Agents. 





Wellston 
Wellsville. 

West Alexandria 
Willoughby 
Winton Place 
Wooster 

Lr GET IN THE PROCESSION. 

Youngstown as ———— 

Zanesville 


M. E. INGALLS, 


} E. 0. McCOBMICE. 
President. 


Pass, Traffic Mgr. 
WABREN J. LYNCH, 
Asst. Genl. Pass. & Ticket Agt. 

















the Fidelity Fire of Baltimore, and the company 
has been licensed by the Ohio Department as 
forecasted in the last issue of THE WESTERN 
UNDERWRITER. 

It is stated that the Connecticut Fire wrote 
$7,000 in premiums in Fort Smith, Arkansas, in | 
the month of April. For a time it was the only 
company in the state, the other companies hav- 
ing decided to stay out on account of the Rector 
anti-trust law. 


The /nsurance Herald of Louisville, will, on 
May 18th, publish a full report of the proceed- 
ings of the annual meeting of the Local Under- 


field in Louisville May Irth and ist," | BOSWEll, Buckley & Co., Cincinnati. 


—Adv. THE AMBITIOUS AGENTS ARE 
TI 
COMING OUR Way. CinciNnA HaMiLTon pvt 0% y 
| Cincinnati Cincinnati 
To CHICAGO. To INDIANAPOLIS. 
Led all Companies last year in Indiana, | 
VESTIBULED 
Kentucky and Tennessee. | ley 
FINEST SLEEPERS 
OHIO WILL BE NEXT. IN THE WORLD. 
| 
New Business exceeded 35 per cent. of the busi- 
ness in force January Ist. Write us. Cincinnati Cincinnati 
To TOLEDO & DETROIT. To ST. LOUIS. 
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NPAT? | INSy, 


YOUR PROPERTY 
IN THE 


PHENIX 


th INSURANCE 
(ere) MPANY 


O H. M. MAGILL, General Agent. 


THEO. F. SPEAR, ? . 
GEO. M. LOVEJOY, $ Ass’t Gen’l Agents, 





STANDARD MUTUAL FIRE ‘COMPANIES. 


~ Ohio Mutual 
FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


OF SALEM, OHIO. 


Assets April, 
Assets April, 


1877, ° . ° 
1898, “ - ° 


$50,000 
$750,000 





Does Exclusively an Agency Business. Agencies in all 
the Cities and Principal Towns of Ohio. 


Richland 


Mutual Insurance Company, 


J. R. VERNON, Secretary. | 


CHARTERED 1851. 


MANSFIELD, OHIO. 


DIRECTORS: N.S. Reed, J. C. Larwill, H. R. Smith, J. W. Jenner, G. A. Clugston, 
H.C. Hedges, W. W. Cockley, J. A. Rigby. 


A. C. Cummins, 
Assets, $1,600,000.00. 
H. R. SMITH, President. R. SMITH, Secretary. 


1846 — THE — 1899 


WESTERN MULUAL 


FIRE INSURANCE CoO. 
OF URBANA, OHIO, 


Writes Ohio Business Only. 


Premium Notes $405,963.00. 


W. R. ROSS, 
President. 


Cc. A. ROSS, 
Secretarv. 


E. T. O*7KANE, 


% In all the Chief Cities, Towns and Villages 


WESTERN AND SOUTHERN DEPARTMENT, - - 


Net Cash Surplus $18,940.97. 


Ass’t Secretary. | 


—<_- 


AGENCIES 


~ 


in the State. 


Race and George Streets, Cincinnati, 0. 


Established March, 1857 


Nineteenth Annual Financial Statement 


OF THE 


Manufacturers’ and Merchants’ Mutual Insurance Company 


ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS. 


GEO. B. KELLEY 
VICE-PRESIDENT 


H.W. PRICE, 
PRESIOENT 


F. F. WORMWOOD, 
TREASURER 


GEO. W. CARSE 
SECRETARY 


JANUARY 1, 1899. 
ASSETS LIABILITIES. 
Cash $ 66,501 18 Interest Outstanding Scrip $ 420 00 
" : ap ger Losses in Process of Adjustment 15,604 68 
Contingent 353,466 60 Re-Insurance Reserve, 30 per 
9 O68 cent. of Premiums 33,430 89 
—— $319,968 05 Surplus above all Liabilities 370,512 51 
Net Cash Surplus, $17,045.61. $119,968 08 
Losses paid since organization “corrected” $748,489 45 
Scrip Dividend paid since organization 8,952 84 


Cash Dividend paid since organization. 94,864 32 


Incorporated April 17, 1876. 


Began Business October 2, 1876. 


THE 


Central Manufacturers 


VAN WERT, OHIO. 





Mutual 


Insurance Co. 


Liability of Members to Assessment, $341,435.10. 


Total Cash Assets $108,618.32. Net Cash Surplus 860,086.93. 


H. V. OLNEY, President. F. W. PuRMORT, Secretary and Treasurer, 


TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OLD. 


THE MANSFIELD 


MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE Co. 


J. W. WAGNER, President. 
J. M. Cook, Secretary. 


OF MANSFIELD, O. 


Premium Notes, $500,139.00. 
Net Cash Surplus $23,575.91. 


Transacts an Agency Business in Ohio. 
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Continental Assurance Company 


OF NORTH AMERICA. 
Cash Capital and Surplus, $260,000.00 
General Offices, DETROIT, MICH. 


ACCIDENT, HEALTH and PLATE 
GLASS INSURANCE. 


To the insuring Public and Accident 
Insurance Solicitors: 

The ‘‘CONTINENTAL’’ now issues a nov- 
elty in the line of ACCIDENT and HEALTH 
Insurance, with premiums payable monthly, 
quarterly, semi-annually or annually at the 
pane of the insured. For particulars, ad- 

ss the Company or 


WILLIAM THORBURN, District Manager, 
No. 46 Case Building. Cleveland, 0. 





‘MARYLAND CASUALTY Co.. 


BALTIMORE. 


| CASH CAPITAL, $500,000.00. SURPLUS, $741,517.20. 


Writes desirable contracts covering 
eerers’ Liability, Workmen’s ew) 
ublic and Landlord’s Liability, Teams, .. 
| Individual Accident, Plate Glass, Elevator, . +f ) INSURANCE 
| Automatic Sprinkler, and Steam Boiler . . 


THE HIGHEST GRADE AND [10ST THOROUGH SYSTEM 
OF INSPECTIONS GUARANTEED ELEVATOR 
AND STEAM BOILER POLICY-HOLDERS . 


The only ‘“‘NON-COMPACT” Company in Ohio and West Virginia. 


| PRODUCING ACENTS WANTED. 


BROWN & WATSON, General Agents Ohio and West Virginia, 
908 New England Building, Cleveland, Ohio. 


~ * Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Co." 


INCORPORATED 1851. 


Assets Jan. 1, 1899, $22,035,448.27. 


Liabilities, $20,075,945.11. 


Surplus, $1,959,503.16, 


Definite paid-up and cash surrender values written in every policy. 


JOHN A. HALL, President. 


CINCINNATI OFFICE: 201i Johnston Building. ot 


HENRY M. PHILLIPS, Secretary. 
_F. GC. CROSS, Manager. 





PROVIDENT LIFE AND TRUST CO. 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 





INSURANCE IN FORCE, -_ e£ * « $122,735,550.00 | 
ASSETS, - = = = © = & © ‘es 37,395,017.01 
VIDENCE of the skillful and 1 faithful management of this Company is found in its 
exceedingly low expense rate, and the remarkably favorable rate of mortality. 
For the full period of its existence, the death rate has been only .6i1 of the rate indica- 
ted by the authoritative tables. 

The Provident Life and Trust Company has been conducted in accordance with 
the idea that Life Insurance is a sacred trust, and the best management that which 
secures permanence, unquestioned safety, moderate cost of insurance, fair and liberal 
treatment of policyholders and which best adapts plans of insurance to the needs of 
the insurer. That the Company has not been excelled in accomplishing these results 


is matter of record. 
Correspondence with Agents solicited. 
WILLIAM D. YERGER, Generar Acent Western Ono, 
METHODIST BOOK CONCERN BUILDING, CINCINNATI, OHIO 


S. S. SAFFOLD, Generar Acent Eastern Ono, 
706-710 GARFIELD BUILDING, CLEVELAND, OHIO. 





THE 


MUTUAL | [FE INSURANCE Co. 
OF KENTUCKY 
INCORPORATED 1566, 


GEO. W. MORRIS, President. W. W. HITE, Vice-President. 
WM. W. MORRIS, Secretary. DAVID MERIWETHER, Treas. 


Home Office, - - Louisville, Ky. 


Assets December Siet 1608 ... 5... ccc cece . . $2,839,920 30 
ES caccs vsicvi lyase. oexs exabtGhaccaed 167,392 64 
ee ee eee mse ia dig 335,800 00 
Total Death Claims and Endowments . See yee Ge 3,038,399 64 


$200,000 in Bonds deposited with the State Treasurer for the 
Benefit ofall Policy-holders. All claims paid promptly upon receipt 
| and approval of proof of death. 
ROBERT SIMPSON, State Agent Ohio, and Kenton & Campbell Counties, Ky. 
Pike Building, *. CINCINNATI, OHIO. 
| Cc. F. WHIPPLE, General Agent, 715 The Cuyahoga, Cleveland. 





the Western and Southern Life Insurance Company, 


OF" CiMNOCIBIvT ATI, OF2LO. 


PAID-UP CAPITAL, - - - = - 


FRANK CALDWELL, President. 
W. J. WILLIAMS, Secretary. 


— = 1867. Members’ Safety Fund 


81,000,000. 


HARTFORD LIFE ASURANCE COMPANY, 


HARTFORD, CONN. 


Sells all Desirable Forms of Up-to-date Contracts. 


Ten-Year Renewable Term Policies. 
Ten-Year Non-Renewable Term Policies. 
Twenty-Year Option Policies. 
Twenty-Payment Life Policies. 
Seven-Year Distribution Policies, ete. 


E. B. SAYERS, Central Manager, Chamber of Commerce Building, 


Cincinnati, Ohio, will pay the largest brokerage for surplus lines; also | 


makes renewal contracts with reliable men. WRITE HIM. 


$ 100,000.00 


k= GOOD LIVE AGENTS WANTED. 


ORDINARY axp 
INDUSTRIAL 


LIFE INSURANCE POLICIES. 


BOTH SEXES, AGES 1 TO 70 
POLICIES EASY TO SELL. 
AMOUNTS $15 TO $50,000. 


stienctH oF 


S GIBRALTAR 


AGENTS WANTED. 


THE PRUDENTIAL INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA. 


JOHN F. DRYDEN, Presioenr. 
HOME OFFICE, NEWARK, N. J. 





| HENRY BOHL, Supt. of Agencies, Ohio and Indiana, COLUMBUS, 0- 














